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On the following two pages are digital images of (1) the flyer distributed by the NAACP several days 
before the 1917 Silent Protest parade, organized to protest lynchings and other violence against blacks, 
especially the East St. Louis race riot, and (2) an undated memo sent to NAACP branches listing the 
mottoes used on banners in the parade.  
 
The notes below clarify phrases used in the parade banners.  
 
 East St. Louis, Illinois race riot of July 1-3, 1917. After weeks of tension and attacks on blacks, spurred by 

the use of black workers to replace striking white workers in a plant processing bauxite for the war effort, a 
white mob set fire to the black section of the city and destroyed it. Black residents were brutally attacked and 
shot as they tried to flee the fires. The National Guard, called in by the mayor, proved ineffective against the 
mob violence. At least 39 African Americans were killed, and hundreds more were burned and beaten.   

 Lady MacBeths of East St. Louis. White women yelled encouragement to the white mob, and some 
participated in the beatings of black men and women. The Cleveland Advocate reported that “women and 
children . . . pursued the [black] women who were driven out of the burning homes with the idea, not of 
extinguishing their burning clothing, but of inflicting added pain, if possible. They stood around in groups, 
laughing and jeering, while they witnessed the final writhings of the terror and pain [of the] wracked wretches 
who crawled to the streets to die after their flesh had been cooked in their own homes.” (21 July 1917) 

 Memphis and Waco. Widely publicized brutal 
lynchings had occurred in these cities, in 
Memphis, Tennessee, in 1917, and in Waco, 
Texas, in 1916 (the sadistic murder of 17-year-
old Jesse Washington).   

 Carrizal. African American soldiers of the 10
th
 

Cavalry  the Buffalo Soldiers  fought under 
General Pershing in the 1916 incursion into 
Mexico to capture Pancho Villa. Troops of the 
Buffalo Soldiers were ambushed at the Battle of 
Carrizal.  

 Carnegie hero medals. In 1904 Andrew 

Carnegie instituted the Carnegie Hero Fund 
Commission to recognize and award acts of 
civilian heroism. 

                                                 
*
 National Humanities Center, 2014 . Digital images of the parade flyer and memo from microfilm of the Papers of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, Pt. 7: The Anti-Lynching Campaign, 1912-1955; Series B: Legislative and Publicity Files, 1916-1955. Microfilm 
produced by the University Publications of America, Frederick, MD. Permission request submitted. 
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