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in Mexico: The 1537

Rebellion Plot

Report of Antonio de Mendoza,
Viceroy of New Spain, to King
Charles | of Spain. Excerpts.

n the 24™ of September I

was advised that the Blacks
had chosen a king and had
reached an agreement to kill all
Spaniards and seize the land, and
that the Indians were also
involved. Since the news was

: brought to me by one of the
African slaves pour ore at the mines while guarded by Spanish soldiers : : :
(Caribbean), engraving by Theodore de Bry in Girolamo Benzoni, Historia del BlaCkS’ I did not give 1t mUCh.
mondo nuovo, 1565 importance. Nevertheless, I did

attempt to find out secretly what
truth there was in the rumor, and at the same time I ordered some members of my own household
to go among the Indians and, if such were found, to inform me at once. For I had been warned,
and although I had not really believed in the existence of danger, I did not want to be unprepared
for the possibility that the rumors might be true and the Blacks might overwhelm us. . . .

As a result of my efforts I did uncover a few clues, and I immediately ordered the arrest of
as many of the principal plotters as could be apprehended. I also sent word to the mines and
towns where there are Spaniards living so that they would be forewarned and keep a close watch
on the Blacks in those places; and this they did. The Blacks who were arrested confessed that it
was true that they had plotted to seize the country. Groups of sentries were formed and stationed
in this city and in the mines of Amatepacque, where I sent two dozen of them, together with four
Black men and one Black woman, to Francisco Vazquez de Coronado. The Indians killed these
Blacks . . . since I had ordered that they be arrested or killed. With this the matter was brought to
an end.

We have tried to find out all that we could about the complicity of the natives in this, but as
of this moment have been unable to establish any more than the fact that they were unaware of
the plot, although the Blacks originated it; it would have been unfortunate for us if they had
persisted in it.

Images & some paragraphing added by the National Humanities Center, 2006: www.nhc.rtp.nc.us/pds/pds.htm. In Jose Antonio Saco, Historia de la
Esclavitud de la Raza Africana en al Nuevo Mundo y en especial en los Paises Americo-Hispanos (Havana: Cultural S. A., 1938); presented as
excerpted in Graham W. Irwin, ed., Africans Abroad: A Documentary History of the Black Diaspora in Asia, Latin America, and the Caribbean during
the Age of Slavery (Columbia University Press, 1977), 324-326; tr. Marion Berdicio. Permission pending. Complete image credits at www.nhc.rtp.nc.us/
pds/amerbegin/imagecredits.htm.



There is no doubt that among the things which gave the Blacks the courage to plot this
revolt were, first of all, the wars and preoccupations which beset Your Majesty.' The news from
abroad is sent in more detail than is necessary and reaches the ears of the Blacks and the Indians
in its entirety, with nothing hidden from them. Secondly, under present conditions ships take
such a long time to reach us that one friar was said to have spread the rumor that no ships would
be coming from Spain for ten years. He says that this remark was falsely attributed to him, but I
am not surprised by what the Blacks have attempted because the Spaniards do betray anxiety
about the arrival of ships in spite of the fact that tranquility has now been restored. Your Majesty
should send ships regularly so that news from abroad reaches us regularly. If this were done, it
would contribute greatly to the general contentment, and the country would be more peaceful.
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African slaves process sugar cane (Caribbean), engraving b)_/ Theodore de Bry
in Girolamo Benzoni, Historia del mondo nuovo, 1565

In view of all this and in the
belief that, if there were fewer
Blacks in this land, such plots
would not be lightly undertaken,
I write to ask Your Majesty to
suspend the sending of the
Blacks I had requested for the
time being, because if there were
large numbers of them [here] and
another such plot occurred we
might be unable to control the
situation and the land might be
lost.

Since this revolt of the
Blacks I have attempted to make
the populace more alert to the
dangers and also to determine
what arms and horses each
resident has. We can count on
450 men with horses and an
equal number on foot but well
armed, and a few others.

! King Charles | of Spain was also Emperor Charles V of the Holy Roman Empire at this time of the Protestant Reformation.
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