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ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION OPPOSED TO THE EXTENSION 
OF SUFFRAGE TO WOMEN 

 
WOMAN’S PROTEST AGAINST WOMAN SUFFRAGE 

 
TO MEMBERS OF THE ILLINOIS LEGISLATURE, APRIL, 1909: 
 
 We acknowledge no inferiority to men. We claim to have no less ability to perform 
the duties which God has imposed upon us than they have to perform those imposed upon 
them. 
 We believe that God has wisely and well adapted each sex to the proper 
performance of the duties of each.  
 We believe our trusts to be as important and sacred as any that exist on earth. 
 We believe woman suffrage would relatively lessen the influence of the intelligent 
and true, and increase the influence of the ignorant and vicious. 
 We feel that our present duties fill up the whole measure of our time and ability, and 
are such as none but ourselves can perform. Our appreciation of their importance requires 
us to protest against all efforts to infringe upon our rights by imposing upon us those 
obligations which cannot be separated from suffrage, but which, as we think cannot be 
performed by us without the sacrifice of the highest interests of our families and or society. 
 It is our fathers, brothers, husbands, and sons who represent us at the ballot-box. 
Our fathers and our brothers love us; our husbands are our choice and one with us; our sons 
are what we make them. We are content that they represent us in the corn-field; on the 
battle-field, and at the ballot-box, and we them in the school room, at the fireside, and at the 
cradle, believing our representation even at the ballot-box to be thus more full and impartial 
than it would be were the views of the few who wish suffrage adopted, contrary to the 
judgment of the many. 
 We do herefore respectfully protest against any legislation to establish “woman 
suffrage” in the State of Illinois. 
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