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Printed Broadsides in the British American Colonies: An Assortment, 1700-1760 
By the early 1700s, colonial printers could speedily turn out single-page printed sheets, called broadsides, for distribution throughout the town and colony. This sample of broadsides 
from 1700 to 1760 is from the Printed Ephemera Collection of the Library of Congress; the url of each broadside is included as an encouragement to study the broadsides in detail.  
 
 

 
 

 

    
           Governor’s proclamation, Massachusetts, 1715    Scriptural text in German, Pennsylvania,1755             Elegaic poem, Massachusetts 1713 
                      http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.03305000              http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.14200500                 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.03304300 

                                                 
* National Humanities Center, 2009: nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/. Broadsides courtesy of the Library of Congress, Rare Books and Special Collections, Printed Ephemera Collection, online collection in  

American Memory at memory.loc.gov/ammem/rbpehtml/. Images do not represent proportional size. Complete image credits at nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/becomingamer/imagecredits.htm. 

http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/becomingamer/index.htm
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                          Memorial broadside, Massachusetts, 1727                                                              Memorial broadside with elegaic poem, Massachusetts, 1736             
                                        http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.0340050c                                               http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.03403300 
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                   Poem on the execution of slaves, Massachusetts, 1755                 “Prices of Goods supplyed to the Eastern Indians,” Massachusetts, 1703   
                                  http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.0350150a                                                      http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.03303300    



 
 
 

National Humanities Center    Printed Broadsides, British American Colonies, 1700-1760; Selections from the Library of Congress Printed Ephemera Collection. 4

 
      Poem on the appearance of Halley’s Comet, Massachusetts, 1759                                    Poem on the 1755 earthquake, Massachusetts, 1755 
                                  http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.03502600                                                            http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.03501500  
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       Blank indenture form, completed with contract of a “free Negroe” 
         Pennsylvania, 1760   http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.1420160b 

 
  Blank militia training form, completed with orders to appear “at the usual place  
  of parade,” Massachusetts, 1756          http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.0350170a  
 

Blank court summons form, completed with summons to “David Geary of Stoneham” 
Massachusetts, 1700                                    http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.0360080c 
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       Governor’s speech to the colonial assembly, Pennsylvania, 1725             Governor’s proclamation to postpone (“prorogue”) the colonial assembly 
                                   http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.14001100            Massachusetts, 1753                  http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.03500700 

  


	By the early 1700s, colonial printers could speedily turn out single-page printed sheets, called broadsides, for distribution throughout the town and colony. This sample of broadsides from 1700 to 1760 is from the Printed Ephemera Collection of the Library of Congress; the url of each broadside is included as an encouragement to study the broadsides in detail. 

