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"The Crisis," Number IV, London, 1775 
 
Although ignored by historians of the American Revolution, "The Crisis"—a serial that 
appeared throughout the colonies during the spring and summer of 1775—reached more 
readers than any other colonial publication before Thomas Paine's "Common Sense" 
appeared in January of 1776. Shrill, angry, even violent in tone, "The Crisis" spoke to the 
ordinate people of America in a political language they understood. 
 
 

Discussion Questions  
 

1. What is the author's attitude toward the king of England? 
2. Why would the author characterize the conflict in America as a "civil war"? 
3. On what grounds does the author assert a commonality of interest between the British 

and he Americans? 












