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My Neighbor, My Enemy:
How American Colonists Became Patriots and Loyalists

"The Narrative of Mr. Ebenezer Punderson, Merchant; Who was drove away by the
Rebels in America from his Family and away considerable fortune in
Norwich, Connecticut," 1776

This rare account, published in London, chronicles the terror and suffering of a
Connecticut merchant who spoke out against the anti-British resistance movement. Like
Janet Schaw, he gives voice to the loyalist cause. Unhappily for him, he happened to live
in one of the most radical regions of colonial America, and the Connecticut committees
were not willing to tolerate ideological opposition.

Even though Punderson speaks openly against the patriot's cause, he is able to rally his
Norwich neighbors to his defense. His repeated defiance of local committees of safety
and news of the Battle of Lexington, however, eventually whip up mob violence against
him and make him a marked man. Denied protection in Connecticut, he heads for New
York, only to be captured by a mob from which he is saved by the local committee of
safety. He persuades the committee to let him sign a confession more "simple than
treasonable,” after which he is sent back to Norwich. On his way another mob seizes him
and turns him over to the local committee of safety which holds him for eight days,
releasing him after he signs a slightly altered version of his confession. Walking home, he
encounters a man named Bebee who is armed with a gun and a sword. There follows an
almost comic minuet in which Punderson tries to stay close to Bebee so that he cannot
draw his gun and shoot him. He reaches Norwich and spends thirty terror-ridden nights
before news of fresh threats drives him to Newport, Rhode Island, and from there to
safety in England.

Discussion Questions
1. Compare Punderson's treatment with the treatment of loyalists that Schaw

describes in her journal. What accounts for the differences?
2. What roles do the committees of safety play in Punderson's narrative?
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"A Y HEN the Tea was defiroy’d by the Boftos
B YA nians, Anao 1773, it occafiened a-generyl
' difpute amongft people-of every quality. The
Prefs was prefently fhut to all arguments but what {a-
voured of high Whigifm, and he wns the beft pripter
that put into his papers the moft untruths againft the
King, earl Bute, lord North, and the majority in parlia-
ment, and that in the . moft fcandalous and reproagkfud
terms ; which many iwell meaning people, ignorant ag
to the true charateriftics of thofe perfonages,. received
for facred truths.  As my calling broughe valt numbers
of people to my houfe, I gave them sy opinion freely
upon every controverted poing, and the authority I fad
for the fame. I procured the claufes of the feverat
American charters that reiated to our fubjeétion and the
parliament’s right ¢f txing, together with divers acts
of parlisment enforcing {ubjection, raifing fublidies, fup-
preffing fhtting mills, 1cftraining or confining the Hat-
ter’s trade, and grantinga bouaty, on the other hand on
many of our articies of expartation, encouraging cr
reftraining as might Lelt ferve the general goad of the
whole ration, By which means 1 convineed Crenr
numbers that England hud given America no juft canie
of complaint,

'JUI}’; 1774, A meflize was fent me from Stanisgton,
informing thit they wers enliling to come and tar-{ea-
gher me, and that 1 mui inmediately recant, or I fhould
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have a vifit fromthem, I drew up wletter in fhe ngms
of the neighbouring inhabitants, reprefenting that we
were informed concerning their intentions, and that as
we had ever enjoyed a peaceable and quiet neighbour-
hood, we fhould therefore refeat any undue, diforderly,
or riotous conduct; thinking that whoever refufed to
fign it, would be willing that I fhould be mobbed, and
whoever figned, would oppofe the rioters..—So it proved,
I fhewed it to eighty-four meén, ‘eighfy of whom: figfed
fr, télling nre at the fame tifie, That they would appear
on the fhorteit warning, and prevent any thing of that
nature, even to the 1ifk of their Lives: I fealed and fent
it to the fons of Lberty in Stoningron. A captain of the
ftanding militia hearing of the letter, fent meword,that
if I thould be molefted’ he would come to my affiftance,
u}ion the fhorteft ﬁotice; with forty al_if;‘:'bédied;méh :
abd great numbers befides let me know thieir teadinefs to
afit me. After this the patriots could never raife a
mob to come againit me at my own hoine, ‘till after the
fight at Lexington, although they firove by many firata.
gems to do it. Do e
" Jn September,” 1774, the Neiw-England™ colopies
took up arms againit general Gage'; which rebellicus
ccndud® I firenuoufly oppofed, and. hid the fatisfuétion
to fee my neighbours ftay quietly athome; for which I
was called befgore an inquifitive mob in Preflon. Simce
1 had much cuflom from that town, I took a number of
friends and appeared before them.. They paffed 2 de-
cree“that no man fhould trade or deal with me. After
this 1 fell into the hands of a_mob about fifty miles
ity home, who only abufed me with provoking words
znd threatnings: '
"April gth, 1773- T was fummoned to appear before
the mob’s commiitee at Notrwich.— I refufed to attend,
April 18th, The commitise proferibed me, forbid-
ding all people to have ¢ any intercourfe or commeice
svhatever with me® becaufe' ¢ T dénted their .auth'é'r'it'y
and had drank tea fince March 1ft. and hiad aid—The
congre{s was an illegal body, and that their petition to
the king was haughty, infolent, and rafcally.? -
T T o April




] ¢ s ) ‘
April atft. 1775, Twas ata court in Stoninglen, when
the above advertilement camé chere, aud at the famé
time the news of the fight at Lexington ; which bartie
was fo wickedly mifreprefented, to theé difadvantage of.
the Britifh troops, that if raifed 3 perfet trenzy in the
eople wherever the news wént,” A mob influntly ga-
thered and were very fiercg to take e, but were ditlua-
ded by feveral juftices of the: peacé thén prefent. Word
Was carried to the militia, who called their God to wit-
nefs, that I. fhould be infldntly drawn in quarters before
the Liberty Pole. Theéy joined the mob; and, for threc
howrs, it was with the utmoft difficulty thag the faid au-
thority could keep'them from violences '
_ April z22d. Three men (that had met that day ata
multer in Prefton) came to my houfe, . cach one not
“knowing of the otl:fci?'sf coiring, and.told me that my
lite was iu imininent danger, even that very inftant,
They were rich of probity and undoubted veracity,~-
Early next morhing [ rode to Lebanon and wai‘ed upoit
onathan Triimbull BAq ;- governor- of Comnecticnt, 4nd
told him that my life was in ddnger and I begged his -
proteétion. He afked me whether I had a&ted inimical
to America? I-anfwered no,. but had contaiitly endeas
voured to convince people that Great Britain had given
Aameriga no jult caufe of complaint. The governor ré-.
futed me aby kind of prote¢tion whatever. 1 then bég-
ged that he would give me a pafs that I might retiré to
Néw York, this he likewiie refufed. However I fetoff
for Neaw Fork in a road -not much travelled, but was
foon takén up in-the town .of Colcbefler, where was in-
fantly a2 mobof three orfour hundred people, The com--
mittee of fafety were firting, in the midft of whom Yobn
Watrusy a juftice of the peace, was chairman, and alfo a
reprefentative in the affembly. After Thad toldthem the
caufe of my flight, they afked me whether I would take -
arms and go to Bofton, as there was 4 number of armed
foldiershad juft then joinedthe mob, who, beingon theix.
march to Baflon, begged that I might be delivered
up tothem, I told them that I would fuffer any death .
father than take up arms againft my king; one foldier
faid, Put him four rods from. the people, and I will foon
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put it out of his power to burt cur caufe : Another
{iys, Ay, letr us rake the charge of him.
I begyed that I might be with the commitree alone ;
it was granted, Ithen begged of Mr. Warrns that he
would tuke me under his proteftion and as he would
atteod the geperal aflembly the next day, let me go
with him, and I would beg prote@iop from the aflembly
this he refufed, and faid, The affembiy will give you
no protedtion. He thea propofed that I fhould fign
the continental covenant, fvhich ebliged the fignets to
-take up arms againft the'king’s troops &c. This ] refufed.
Whereupon rthe foldiefs were called in. From the vio-
Ient temper that they had flewn Before, and their fero«
cious looks now convinced me, that I might net be
nice in the terms of feconciliation. I begged the com-
myttee would ‘drasw the moft moderate confeflion that
they would receive, fajing, that a forced contefhon was
no confeffivch, The ifoldiers were ordered out, and a
confeffion drawn up, rathér fimple then treafonable,
which I figned. After nine hours fpeat with the faid com~
mitiee and nwob, T was fent to the Norwich commjttee of
infpedtion, under a guard, with the paper I had figned.
When we had'rode about 10 miles, we flopped atan Inn
to refrefh ouriclves, where a man fufpeiting that he
Lnew me, made it known afier we were gone;” they ther
procured two extraordinary horfes, vpon which two
men purfued us, overtook, 2nd rede by us to town, it
being 12 o'cloek at night,  They rallied 2 mob, and lay
in a narrow place where we were coming. The com-
mitee were called out of their beds, and when we came
there, the mob ordered us beforc the committee. I
fhewed them my confefion, which they altered a little
znd I again fignedit.  ~
Here I was obliged to flay eight days till my confef~
fion was publifhed in the News Papers, )
‘Walking borme in the evening of the eighth night, I
f2il in company with one Bedee who had his gun, fword,
and other accoutrements with him. From his very odd
addrefs, 1 fuipe@ted that he intended mifchief. 1 kept a
firict eye over him, and fo clafe to him that ke could
aot lesel His gun agaipft me; happening to Jook o ?gc
. ) 164€C
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fide a little, aud fuddenty on him again, h's drawn fword
dropt to the gtound. I ftupped, keeping mny eye upon
him till he pickt it up and put it intoits fhearh. I flifl
kept clofe %o him as we ‘walked, warching him nar-
rowly. When we were cothe againﬂ 4 houfe, he turned
towards it and fiid, ke would go'fn. I'bade him good
bye, and walked forward ; when faddenly lopking back,
. ke was ftopped; Had put his 1gu'u’ in 4 proper pofition for
‘ charging and had his powter horn in his hand. Iran
baek to him, and told him, thatfiice he did not go into
the houfe, 1 would wait and walk with him. He re-
turned his horn, fhouldered his gup, and I kept clofe:
fide of him till we overtook a lad; when Bebee turned:
to the wall.under pretence to make water, und faid he
would overtake-us; After I hiad walked a few fleps, X

flopped, and told him that I' would wait for him, be had:
again put his gunin a proper pofition for charging : he

flood forne minutes, and finding thar I would not leave
him, fhonldered his gun, without offering to make water,

and walked with usa little way, when he fuddenly clapr
his gun to his face, faid he could fee to take good aim,

and went forward upon 2 run. I keptsay eyes upon;
him, till by the darknefs and his diftance I could fee

him no longer. Sufpeéting that he would load his gun

and way-lay me, I ftepped out of the road and went the

reft of the way home through lots and inclofures.

A day or two after, I faw rhe Izd, and afked him if
he met with Bebee ugain that night? he told me that
faid Bebre came from behind a certain rock to him.
N. B, The lad knew nothing of my fufpicions. That
rock was three quarters of a mile forward of where
Rebee left me, and fo fituate, that bhad I kept the road,
I muft have gone within three yards of it.

I got home, where I kept clofe for the fpace of thirty
nights, and upon my guard in the d?, during which
time my a‘ged mother was frightened almoit into fits,
and my wife and children in perpetual fears,

May 28th. An Inn-holder told me, that a number of
foldiers, who were the other night at his houfe, told
him, that I had but a little time to live; for that a

sumber
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aumber of them had fivorn to take my life before they
went to Bofton, and they expefled ro march the next
day. Whereupon, at 12 o'clock that night, 1 got inta
a {mall open boat and rowed myfelf about {ix leagues,
intending to get into the firtt coafting veffel that 1
could find failing to New XYork or New Port. The
nextday I was taken up by a Coufter and carried into
New Peort. 1 wenton board his majefty’s fhip Rofe,
Fames Wallace Efq. commander, who was civil and
kind to me, I ftayed with caprain M allace four months,
then failed for England to pafs the wiuter, and arrived
in London Nov, 1gth. 1775,

End of the Narrative.






