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"The Narrative of Mr. Ebenezer Punderson, Merchant; Who was drove away by the 
Rebels in America from his Family and away considerable fortune in 

Norwich, Connecticut," 1776 
 
This rare account, published in London, chronicles the terror and suffering of a 
Connecticut merchant who spoke out against the anti-British resistance movement. Like 
Janet Schaw, he gives voice to the loyalist cause. Unhappily for him, he happened to live 
in one of the most radical regions of colonial America, and the Connecticut committees 
were not willing to tolerate ideological opposition.  
 
Even though Punderson speaks openly against the patriot's cause, he is able to rally his 
Norwich neighbors to his defense. His repeated defiance of local committees of safety 
and news of the Battle of Lexington, however, eventually whip up mob violence against 
him and make him a marked man. Denied protection in Connecticut, he heads for New 
York, only to be captured by a mob from which he is saved by the local committee of 
safety. He persuades the committee to let him sign a confession more "simple than 
treasonable," after which he is sent back to Norwich. On his way another mob seizes him 
and turns him over to the local committee of safety which holds him for eight days, 
releasing him after he signs a slightly altered version of his confession. Walking home, he 
encounters a man named Bebee who is armed with a gun and a sword. There follows an 
almost comic minuet in which Punderson tries to stay close to Bebee so that he cannot 
draw his gun and shoot him. He reaches Norwich and spends thirty terror-ridden nights 
before news of fresh threats drives him to Newport, Rhode Island, and from there to 
safety in England. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. Compare Punderson's treatment with the treatment of loyalists that Schaw 
describes in her journal. What accounts for the differences? 

2. What roles do the committees of safety play in Punderson's narrative? 
 


















