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der regulations sanctioned by the assent and usage of all, jt
was thought that the doubt might claim some consideration.
But who in 1785 could foresee the rapid depravity which was
to render the close of that century the disgrace of the history
of man? Who could have imagined that the two most distin-
guished in the rank of nations, for science and civilization,
would have suddenly descended from that honorabic emi-
nence, and setting at defiance all those moral laws established
by the Author of nature between nation and nation, as be-
tween man and man, would cover earth and sea with robber-
ies and piracies, merely because strong enough to do it with
temporal impunity; and that under this disbandment of na-
+ tions from social order, we should have been despoiled of a
thousand ships, and have thousands of our citizens reduced
to Algerine slavery. Yet all this has taken place. One of these
nations interdicted to our vessels all harbors of the globe
without having first proceeded to some one of hers, there
paid a tribute proportioned to the cargo, and obtained her
license to proceed to the port of destination. The other de-
clared them to be lawful prize if they had touched at the port,
or been visited by a ship of the enemy nation, Thus were we
completely excluded from the ocean. Compare this state of
things with thar of 85, and say whether an opinion founded
in the circumstances of that day can be fairly applied to those
- of the present. We have experienced what we did not then
believe, that there exists both profligacy and power enough
o exclude us from the field of interchange with other pations:
that to be independent for the comforts of life we must fab-
ricate them ‘ourselves. We must now place the manufacturer
by the side of the agriculturist. The former question is sup-
pressed, or rather assumes a new form. Shall we make our
own comforts, or go without them, at the will of a foreign
nation? He, therefore, who is now against domestic manufac-
ture, must be for reducing us either to dependence-on that
foreign nation, or to be clothed in skins, and to live like wild
beasts in dens and caverns. T am not one of these; experience
has taught me that manufactures are now as necessary to our
independence as to our comfort; and if those. who quote me
as of a different opinion, will keep pace with me in purchas-
ing nothing foreign where an equivalent ‘of domestic fabric
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can be obtained, without regard to difference of price, it will

not be our fault if we do not soon have a supply at home
equal to our demand, and wrest that weapon of distress from
the hand which has wielded it. If it shall be proposed to go
beyond our own supply, the question of *8s will then recur,
will our surplus labor be then most beneficially employed in-
the culture of the earth, or in the fabrications of art? We have
time vet for consideration, before that question will press.
upon us; and the maxim to be applied will depend on the
circumstances which shall then exist; for in so complicated a
science as political economy, no one axiom can be laid down
as wise and expedient for all times and circumstances, and for
their contraries. Inattention to this is what has called for this
explanation, which reflection would have rendered unneces-
sary with the candid, while nothing will do it with those who
use the former opinion only as a stalking horse, to cover their
disloyal propensities to keep us in eternal vassalage to a for-
cign and unfriendly people. :
T salute you with assurances of great respect and estcem.

““A REAL CHRISTIAN".

To Charles Thowmson
. : Monticello, January 9, 1856

My DEAR AND ANCIENT FRIEND,—An acquaintance of fifty-
two years, for I think ours dates from 1764, calls for an inter-
change of notice now and then, that we remain in existence,
the monuments of another age, and examples of 2 friendship
unaffected by the jarring elements by which we have been
surrounded, of revolutions of government, of party and of
opinion. I am reminded of this duty by the reccipt, through
our friend Dr. Patterson, -of your synopsis of the four Evan-
gelists. T had procured it as soon as I saw it advertised, and
had become familiar with its use; but this copy is the more
valued as it comes from your hand. This work bears the stamp
of that accuracy which marks everything from you, and will
be useful to those who, not taking things on trust, recur for
themselves to the fountain of pure morals. I, too, have made
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a wee-little book from the same materials, which I call the
Philosophy of Jesus; it is a paradigma of his doctrines, made
by cutting the texts out of the book, and arranging them on
the pages of a blank book, in a certain order of time or sub-
ject. A more beautiful or precious morsel of ethics I have
never seen; it is a document in proof that I am a real Chris-
tian, that is to say, a disciple of the doctrines of Jesus, very
different from the Platonists, who call me infidel and them-
selves Christians and preachers of the gospel, while they draw
all their characteristic dogmas from what its author never said
nor saw. They have compounded from the heathen mysteries
a system beyond the comprehension of man, of which the
great’ reformer of the vicious ethics and deism of the Jews,
were he to return on earth, would not recognize one feature.
If T had time I would add to my little book the Greek, Latin
and French texts, in columns side by side. And I wish I could
subjoin a translation of Gosindi’s Syntagma of the doctrines
of Epicurus, which, notwithstanding the calumnies of the
Stoics and caricatures of Cicero, is the most rational system
“remaining of the philosophy of the ancients, as frugal of vi-
- cious indulgence, and fruitful of virtue as the hyperbolical ex-

travagances-of his rival sects. 7 o

I retain good health, am rather feeble to walk much, but
ride with ease, passing two or three hours a day on horseback,
and every three or four months taking in a carriage a journey
of ninety miles to a distant possession, where I pass a good
deal of my time. My eyes need the aid of glasses:by night,
and with small print in the day also; my hearing is not quite
so sensible as it used to be; no tooth shaking yet, but shiver-
ing and shrinking in body from the cold we now experience,
my thermometer having been as low as 12° this morning. My

the extent of which I have been long endeavoring to curtail,
This keeps me at the drudgery of the writing-table all the
prime hours of the day, leaving for the gratification of my
appetite for reading, only what I can steal from the hours of
sleep. Could I reduce this epistolary corvée within the limits
of my friends and affairs, and give the time redeemed from it
to reading and reflection, to history, ethics, mathematics, my
life would be as happy as the infirmities of age would admit,

greatest oppression is a correspondence afflictingly laborious, |




