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My Neighbor, My Enemy:
How American Colonists Became Patriots and Loyalists

"THE WONDERFUL APPEARANCE of an Angel, Devil & Ghost, to a
GENTLEMAN in the Town of Boston,
In the Nights of the 14th, 15", and 16th of October, 1774" (Boston, 1774)

A little known political document, "The Wonderful Appearance™ is sort of a colonial
American version of A Christmas Carol in which three apparitions try to convert a sinner.
It was published in Boston in the summer of 1774, the moment of greatest popular rage
against royal officials in Massachusetts. It asked the ordinary reader to consider carefully
what might happen to someone who tried to remain neutral—or worse, gave comfort to
the enemy—aduring a revolutionary crisis. Although the story contains marvelous humor,
it reminds us of the pressure a community could bring to bear on enemies and skeptics.

The narrator, who sympathizes with the British, returns to his room after a supper with
some jovial companions and is struck by terror when he hears an awful sound nearby.
The noise continues until a "violent wrap against™ his window signals the entrance of an
angel, who pulls up a chair and delivers two messages. First, the angel says, if the
narrator does not cease to oppress his countrymen, he will end up in hell. Second, the
Devil is going to drop by tomorrow night to tell him so in person. Like Scrooge, the
narrator tries to convince himself that his first nocturnal visitor was merely a delusion,
but he never quite succeeds. The next night, as predicted, the Devil—a rational, cool-
headed gentleman—appears and asks the narrator how he became such an enemy to his
country. The narrator protests that he is not an enemy and to prove it describes how he
helped to promote the Stamp Act, which, unfortunately, "did not produce those good
effects that were intended by it." Asked for more evidence, he proclaims his support of
the Townsend Acts, his abhorrence of the Boston Tea Party, and his approval of the
closing of Boston harbor. After hearing all this, the Devil, who normally embraces
loyalists, warns him that if he does not desist from pursuing "cursed plots,” he will suffer
immeasurable torment in hell. The next evening, unheralded by the angel, a ghost
appears. It is the shade of one of the narrator's long-dead ancestors, who scolds him for
betraying the hard work and suffering his forbearers endured to create America. Does the
narrator change his ways? You'll have to read the story to find out.
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Discussion Questions

Who is the audience for this story?

Why did the author resort to the ghost story genre?

How does the transcriber of the story seek to establish its truthfulness?

How would you characterize the narrator?

How does the story portray the moral character of loyalists?

Does the story show sympathy for loyalists? If so, how?

How does the story interpret loyalty to the Crown?

What do you make of the fact that both an angel and the Devil endorse the patriot
cause?

In what ways is “The Wonderful Appearance” a debate between the narrator and
the transcriber?

10. Why does the Devil call the narrator a “parracide”?
11. Why would the Devil seek to save someone from hell?
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| FROM the many extraordiiary

Circumftances which occur in
- the Courfe of this NarraTivE, fome
- will no doubt be led to queftion the
- credibilicy of the Fa&s therein éon--
tained ; and I readily grant they will
have reafon to without fufficient E-
videnee to the contrary : Therefore,
4n order to convinsgithe incredulous
that what is here written is not a
Ficlion, but a real Truth, 1 have in-
troduced the joint Teftimony of three
credible Perfons, who were prefent
the whole Time I was writing down
the Particulars, as related by the
Gentleman, and who were perfonally-
acquainted with him. “

It is as follows :
x‘(-, '?L";- :
“ WL the Subferitors, do roflify .axd& declase,

& that in the Morning of the 17:5 Day of Otto-
ber,
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s ber, 1974, we recaved each of us o Card
< from Mr. ——, defiring eur Altendance at
 bis Lodgings, at Tem o’Clock that Morning.
. 8¢ M¥reable to bis Requeff we waited upon bim
¢ wben be acquainted us with what had happened
¢ to bum, and defired us to attend very particularly
St to what be foould relate to. Mr. W ,
$¢ (who was then going to take down in writing.
“ wbhat ke foould deliver) lef  without proper
3¢ dncfation it pight be difbelieved.”’ ‘

S—- P -
. J— W ,
P R.' 'l-

For very good Reafons, which, if
offered, I believe would be fatisracto-
vy to'all, T havé concealed the Gen-
tleman’s Name who related the Scory.
I was very careful in taking it down;
and have added nothing of my own
Compofition cxcept a few Marginal
Notes. It is now made public at his
Defire, and I hope will prove‘a Warn-
“ingto others, againft pra&ifing thofe
Vices which appeared fo confpicuous

in him,
S K,

" ‘Botfton, Ncw-Eng?a‘nd, - _ - UL/
Dic: 1, 1774. R '
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FTER {upping abroad amons a feleft
company of my jovial acquaintance,. -
returned to my lodeings s and being
fomewhat heivyandlleepy, wentup ftairs -

in order to go to bed, but before I had- finithéd -

uadrefling myiclf, I heard an uncommon noifey.”
which to me appeared but at a little diftanre -
from the houfc ; the found, though awful, wap =
very harmonious ; it continued T apprehend s« -
bout ten minutes ; I was amazingly terrified ag

it, not knowing how to account for fuch an wna

Ufual found. However, being very anzious of .

knowing what it was, I immediatcly venc o the

window, opcned it, and looked out, hut bLefore

X was able 1o unfaften it the neife ceafed, though

my aflonifhment #till continued, ) R !

.
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I ftood liftening at the window after T had
opened it, with the greateft attention for up-
wards of an hour, the horizon was perfectly fe-
rene—all nature feemed to be repofed to reft ;—-
and not hearing the like found again, I deter-
mined to compofe my ruffled fenfes and go to
bed ; which 1 accordingly did. I endeavored
to {icep, but found it impracticable, not being
able to chaie from my thoughts this uncom-
mon noife.

ArTir laying about half an hour in the
greateft agitation, 1 again heard the fame terri- .
ble found repeated three times in the courfe of 2
few minutes ; during which time ‘tis impoffible
for any one to conceive, much lef; to exprefs
the diftrefs I was in ;=2 thoufand things that
before 1 fearcely ever thought of, (at leaft not in
a ferious manner) cr6uded upon my mind—the
curfes of thoufards of my injured countrymen
feemed at once to be heaped upon me, the bur-
den of which 1 was fcarcely able to bear—and I
was almo(t driven to a ftate of defperation. € -

THE noife again ceafed, and I lay for a while
medizating upon what might be the caufe of ir,
but could sot hit upon any thing in nature which
had a tendency to produce it

It was abeut twelve o’clock when I firft went
up to bed, and jult after the town-clock firuck
two,

€ A fenfe of guilt often cccafions fear, when no real
danger is nigh.
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two, I was more furprized (if pofible) than [
had been before, by a violent wrap againft the

window next my bed-fide, attended with she
fame melodious found which 1 heard at firft.

I now perceived that fome dreadful and un-
common occurrence was {peedily to take place
with regard to myfelf, and that it was uttesly
- impoflible for me to avoid it therefore I endea-
vored, as faras I was able, to compofe mylelf,
and put that reafon in exercife which Nature had
beftowed upor me, and be in a fuitable frame
to give audience to my expeted guelt, whoever
it might be, or in whatfoever form it might ap-

pear.

Soon after the wrap againft the window, the
fhutter, which was upon the infide, Bew open,
and a light burft inco the chamber far excecding
that of the fun. About twwo minutes afterwards
a perfon -appeared upon the outfide of the win-
dow, having on the ufual garb of an ANGEL,
(with a fword in one /.’mrm% and a pair of jiales
in the other) who unfaftened it, and entered the
room l immediately accofted him witi,
* Friend from whence came you >—\Vhat bu-
finefs have you with me 27 He at firl made
me no reply, but taking a large chair which
ftood by the bed-fide, feated himfelf clofe by
me, and faid, *“ Arife man from your bed—put .
. on your cloaths—~take a chair and feat yourfelf
down by me—I have fomething to communicate
of the greateft importance—your temporal-—
your etzrnal welfare are interefted in it.”,

Iy
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In compliance with this command, I arofe;
dreffed mylelf, and fat down near to the Angel,
(as 1 now tuppofed it was) and with a refoluti.
on, whichull now I never imagined myfelf
mafter of, faid unto him, * Now fir, I am rea-
dy to hear you.” Upon which he began thus :

¢ I defcended from my celeflial abode into
this lower world, to acquaint you, and through
you, all thofe of yur caff, with the determinati-
ons of heaven towards fuch abandoned, fuch
hell-deferving wretches as you are. Heaven
beholds tuch milcreants—fuch public-robbers
with ineflable couterpt : And, unlefs prevent-
ed by a fpeedy repeniance, and reftitution being
made to the many hundreds who are now groan-
ing under the weight of that oppreflion you
have been indrumental in bringing upon then,
vyou may expuelt fand rhat juftly) to meet with
ihe fevercft puniilimer?, if not in this, in the fu.
ture ftate, the hotteft place in hell being referved
or all thole who have proved themlelves

TRAYTORS totheir KING and COUNTRY,

“ It is not my bufinefs now to dilate upon
this {fubje@, 1 only came as a  Hardinzer of the
Ferjon ®* who 13 to pay you a vifit to-morrow
night, and who is the onlv proper one to con-
verfe with fuch people as vou are.  He'will
make fuzh a frighiful-~fuch an "awful appear-
ance, that I thouzhs it mott advifeable to fee’
you firlt myfelf, left his coming fuddénly and’

unexpectedly,

®*The DEVIL.




t5)

tnex pe&tedly, yot would be unable to furvive
the appeatante, and thereby the good effeéts in«
tended by thefe wifits utterly defeated.”

~ Arter the Angel had finithed the foregding, .
I carneftly entreated him tq compleat the bufi-
nefs himfelf, that I might not be obliged to cop-
verfe with the Devil (a perfon 1 could not bear
the thoughts of feeing) upan a fubject Yo ex-
tremely difagreable, in which 1 and the reft of
my brethren were fo deeply interefted ; but h: -
peremptorily refuled my requelt, adding, tha:
be muft quickly be gone, having bufinefs more
immediately belonging to the angelic Iphere; he
only came to fee me in ordef to introduce ano-
ther, and to prepare me 1o meet bim with that
compofure and moderation which would be ab- .

folutely neceffary in order to anfwer the defign
of his cBmingy—the good of myfif- and others, .-
who might be tempted a¢-1 have been, to fel} -

my country for snrightcous gain. + EEESO

‘Havine faid this, he avofe from the. chdicily "

great hafte, and flew rappidly out at the Taghe:

window .into which he came, which was aboug’ -
tﬁrce: o’clock’in the morning ; and immedjatcly,
the light vaaifed, and darknefs enfued. .. .

Here 1 waﬁ left to refle@ on ,wha"t:__h;:ai Hap-
pened and make a fuitable application. :- Sodie-
B N T

c .
R A
. -
. oW R
LI T

.t 'Tis apgrehénded by fome, that he recé'iud nn';aminal;f
-Ripend for his urwwearicd endeavors 1o caity intp txeoiticn
We wicked defigns of a cur%d Calal, S

.
_y
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times I thooght by my future® to make amends
for my patt flagitious ¢ ndu@®. Then again 1
. thought that peradventure what had happened
right be nothing more than a delufion, as I
had drank a little too freely in company the Jaft
cvening.  After repeatedly revolving thefe
things i my mind, I at la@ detrermined whether
Tt had been u delufion or not, to fit up the nest
night, and if the Devil fhould chance to come,
s the Angel had predicted, to arm myfelf with
courage, and ftand, if poflible, the combat, like
a man of {pirit and refolution. And if he did
not come, I fhould hereafter reft fatisfied, and
Bo on in-the old courfe for years yet to come
without - remorfe,, + imagining that what had
jven me {o much uneafinefs, was only the cf-
& of an intoxicated brain, '

- Taz dawn now appeared, and I at.frft tho’t
- bf communicating tiws extraordinary tvent w
- fome of my moft intimate friends, and afking

them what 1 had beft do under my prefent fitva-

~tion ; but upon a fecond recolle&tion, thought
it moft advifeable to keep it to myfelf.

I continued in my chamber till ten o’cloclk,

Ay ulual hour of rifing, then came down and
: ' defired

+ Thofe who are bent upon doing milchief are veory loth

%o mect with a check. They are apt to put the moft favo.

able conftrultion upon every monitory occurrence in dife,
which hath the leaft teadency to fop them in thelr wicilied.

Curess, :
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defired my breakfaft might be got ready by oy -
seturn, which would be in about half an hour.. e
Artzrwarps I took a walk (which hath
lately been my praice) round the camp in the
comman, having a card of permiffion ;—~{aw snd
converfed with fome of the gentlemen of the
army with whom I was acquainted—enquired of
them whether any news in town~-3fked Captaia
. whether he heard any unufual noife
laft night—he replied he did not, and afked if I
had—1I told him [ heard a very awful found, al-
moft as loud s thunder—I believe you are mif+
taken, faid he, for you know you was -very
druok laft night—So be was, f{aid another, who
was ftanding by, I was in compiny. with himy_
and affifted in carrying him parc of the way
home. € So after a lictle chat upon the times;
I retormgd 10 my lodgiegs—eat my breakfafk
—but fuch was my ftate of mind that I could .
cat buz little. : L e

we B

A7 twelve o'clock T received an invitation
from Col. t @ine with him to-mor-
“row ; but declined fending him a cagegorical arf-
fwer at prefent, whether I would or not, left I
‘might not be able to wait upon him ; for I could
not tell but the Devil in his rage might take me

. home

-,

q If he was fo drunk as thefe gentlemen fay he' was, "tis.
‘a-liude furprizing that he fo wéll remembers the converfati- -
on that paffed between himfelf and the Angel,  Lam inclined

think they reprefented him to be rather woile  than be
scally was i He waso doubt bud enenghs ‘
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home with bim to night. § I ordered the fer-
vant who brouglit me the billet to tell his.mafter
- I weuld fend him an anfwer in the morning—I
was now unwell and could not determine.

Resovvep to tarry at home to day, and un-
lefs better difpofed than at prefent, not to go a-
broad again «ll this Devilifh Affair was ended,
and which I mott ardently wifhed was well
. Over, -

I did not let even the family where I dwell,
know the leaft circumftance that had happened
the prececding night, but after breakfatt retired
20 my bed-chamber, and fpent my time in read-
ifig over the late atts of parliament refpecting
this government. Upon the moft critical ob-
fervaton, I could not difcover by either of them
that the parliament had any defign of diftrefling
the people of America; § they only meant to
correct the errors and rettify the bebavionr of a
| few

-

F3

§ 1f he was then fenfible what 2 Mackine of iniquity he
had been, no wonder he was fearful leit the Devil might
take him to himfc!f before the merning.  Every man who
has canduéted in the manner he has, may have jult rcafon
10 expe@ a vific from his Jnfernal Highnys coe tume or

auother.

1 17ad he not been politically blind, he muft have feen
that thefe afts were calculated on purpofe to diflrefs us, for
he has been himfelf an eye-witnefs of the diftrefles that have
come upon many people by the operation of the Port Bill,
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few fa&tious and difobedient individuals,y) who

have trampled upon all law and government,

.and therefore it became ablolutely neceflary for

the Supreme Legiflature of the nation to p‘{it a
' na

1

-

| The gentleman roight have added here, that if thielis
‘ly intention of the late a&ts was to correlt the errors of &
few individuals, it is much to be lamented that they could
not have been framed in fuch a manner, as that only the
petfons he mentions, the faficus and. difsbedient, fhould be
the fafferers by the operation of them : Whereas thoufantds
of loyal fubjells, who can be charged with no other crims
than that of boldly fianding forth in defence of their Confti- -
«tutional Liberty, ste cqually involved in thelr ruinous-cond
~ fequenccs. o I
. - . SRR R B SV
—Oh ! Britaia, :
. Preferve your children ; fave the public weal 3
And foon, ah ! foon, thefe EATAL a€Ts repeal.
Obh ! can you, can you, thus fit fiill and fee,
. Whole colonies involv'd in mifery ? . '
Oh ! "tis the foul's beft attribute to feel
The woes of others, and their wounds to heal,

¥

‘Behold a2 melangholy fcene difplayd, vt
Of Rights ufurp’d, and Charters hightly weigh'd,
-+ Thefe their fole bulwark or infring’d, or lof, -
Farewell to Freedom too, their happy boaft:
¢ Freédbm the nobleft blefling man can know,
Since from this Tource, 2l other bleflings flow, .
For this the Romans fpent their lateft breath,
This was their ruling patfion till in death.

- And will the Ameticin as nebly fir'd ? A
Ditcluim a virize, which Rome's fons infpie’d; . =,
Briton, Amevican, s alt the fame, < 8F s
To leaven-born LintrTy has each a claim.. ° Al
The commen int'relt no diflin€tion knows, '

* Each thare alvke or happineis, cr woes,
The vailalage of one, mult toth iathral,
Aud uniecrial ruin wait on all,

b 3
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fnal ffriod to fuch -abominable enormities as
have been committed by thofe Sows of Fiolence,

AT four o’clock * cailed-down to dinner,but
having an indifferensdppetit®could eat but lirdle
mwas alked what was the matter with me—
wered, I had been troubled with a pain ir my
~3md-§ mott pait of the day, which was the rea-

fon 1 had loft my ftomach—~drank but two glaf-
fes of Maderia after dinner,- only a fifth part of
my ufual quantity, It was now lix o’clock—
ordered my bed warmed on :account of my fup-
ied illnefs, and that the family might imagine

- I was going to bed, and not fufpe& my intenti-
on of fitting up to night. When I left the room- -
ail united in withing 1 might reft tafy.-

&

>

® Some perhaps may think a miftake is made here in the
time of day ; to fuch "I would obferve, that four o'clock is
the ufual hour for thet kind of gentry 1o dine. - They Ge
up Igte of evenings, lay a-bed late in the morning, -breaks
faft at eleven, and dige late in the afternoon. -

§ The pain howcvér was in his heart, he had.fome .
quaims of coaftience which made him unesfy. =

Nioir
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¢

Odiober 135.

A FTER getting into my chamber, the gil
A went out with the warmiug-pan, aad £ -
- docked the dbor.

Now,. notithftanding my determined. refds .
. lowon, my knees, like Belfbazzar’s, fmote ongg~ -
ainft another—I was horribly afraid’to fed the
evil, lraving never defore had any perfondl-a-
_quaintance with him—but fee him 1 muit) if -
.what the Angel told me laft night be trug, aff
by my prefent feelings I have but too little rea-.

fon 10 doubt it.. The Angcl did not tell me the .
precife time the Devil would make his appeas- . -

ance ; therefore I feated myfelf ‘down tpon the .
—Red, took a book in my hand,and sndeavored to
o ST divest

i .
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divert myfelf with reading, but could not——as
vxamination of my confc:ence refpefting my paft
conduét, feemed moft natural to my prefent
condition. Ithrew my book afide, and em-
- ployed my time in this bufinefs, but to very lit-
tle purpole,.for 1 could not think 1 had been jo
éad as my confcience'told me I had.  Atlength
. after fix tedious hours, the clock ftruck twelve,
—1 began row to think 1 fhould be excufed from
feeing the Devil, and that the Angel- bad ne-
glected to fend him ;==but foon, very foon, I
~ found myfclf miflaken : Fgr about half an hour
aiter twelve my candle went out, I heard as it
were at a diftance, a moft ternble fhout, § and
prelently after, to my unutrerable aRonifhment,
appeared at my cBamber door, the moft fnghe- -
ful Form T my eyes ever beheld. 1 wasat no
grede lots to know who it was—I knew,no body
. but the Devil could laok as be did ; and had he
have viewed himfeitin the fame light I did, I
Dbelieve he would have been as much’ frightened
- as I was. '

Now my refolption was put to the teft.

Tz Devil entered the chamber, ( holding in
Lis wight band a filio Lock, andin bis left a balter)
"Bhe firlt {alutation irom him was, * Mr. h"

: this

- § This fhout I apprehend was made at the departure of
Belzebub upon Lis crand. 1 call him DBelxebub, becaufe
by bis appearance, 1 thivk he muft have been the Prince of

Devils, L

1 The rezder 1 Lelicve will be convinced of the truth of
thiz if he examines the Plate in the preceeding page,
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this night I received a command from an Angel,
who I underftand was with you not long fince,
to pay you a vifit : In obedience to his com-
mand | lefe the infernal regions, and came from
thence full fpeed upon a very important errand.
My bufinefs now is to converfe with you con-
cerning the crimes you have been guilty of to-
-wards your country, the punihment o which
you have expofed yourfelf, and the certainty of
your not efcaping it, if you continue in the fame
cousfe you have for years paft.” €

. 1 defired him to begin, and I would anfwer
him in the beft manner 1 could : He according-
!y begin thus : |

" “Devil. Pray Mr. , how came you to
“be fuch an enemy to your native country 2

Gentleman. You are much miftaken, Sir,
if - you fuppolfe me to bt an enemy to my
country, .1 am one of the beft friends the coun-
try has. |

Devil. Waar do you call friendfhip to your
country ? S
" Gent. Wuy fir, doing &wery thing in my
. power to promote it’s welfare,

- C Devil,

;"4 "Tis here to be obferved, that the part the Devil a@t-
ed towards this gentleman, was widely different from his
ufval method of dcaling with mankind : He commonly
makes ufe of every artifice he can invent to feduce and lead
- men to commit all manner of wickednefs with gréedinefs,
pelitical fins not excepred : But here it feems is an inftance,
where he has thrown afide the fudtilty of the Devil, and put
on the friendfbip of & Man. = - |

. i
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D:vil. Viery well defined. And pray fir,
have you done every thing in your power to
promote the welfare of your country ?

Gent. Yes fir, 1 have.

Devil. Bg fo kind as to mention 2 few in-
ftances of your friendfhip, for until I have better
proof than your bare aflertion, 1 fhall not believe
.

Gent. AsouT ten years ago, 1 was unwearied-
in my endeavours, both by writing mylelf, and
encouraging others to write letters to the Britith
miniftry, and t6 thofe who were men ot influence
in the houfe of commons, to obtain ait a& ‘of
parliament, whereby the inhabitants of the A-
merican colonies might be upon an eguai foos-
ing 1 with their brethren in Great-Britain. Ac-
cordingly the Parliament, in their grest wife
dom, I thought fi¢ to pafs an ad in the yepr
1765, * For granting and applying certain
+ Suamp-Duties in the Britth colonies and
« plantations in America, towwards defraying the
¢ expences of ding and proteting the
« fame.” In g¥iring the  paffing of this a&,
} fatter myfelST in fume meafore contributed :

‘But unhappily for me and many others of my
way of thinking, it did not produce thofe good
effefis that were intended by wt—it only ferved

to

L 3

-

+ In regard to Taxes, I imagine.

"1 How far they difcovered their wifdom T will not pre-
tend 10 determine, but leave every one who remembers the
uunfations in gmerica afier palling the Stampde to judge
fer himfelf. . : .
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to enkindle a flame § among the Americans,
which none of us from that time to this have
(o=en able to extinguith, notwithftanding our ut-
moft exertions.

Now ’tis well known, that the King’s {ub-
je&ts in Great-Britain are not only taxed for the
fuperfluities and conveniencics, but even for the
neceffaries of life—and for many reufons that
could be calily mentioned, it is beft it fhould be
{o ; ocherwiie thofe who are placed above the
common level of mankind, could not be fup-
ported in that fplendor and magnificence which
arc fo neceffary 10 the well-being of a flate. |

Tue fubjells in the colonies until that me-
morable ®ra were exempt from thofe. neceffary
burdens—but as they are now become fo opu-
Jent and flourithing, ’tis highly reafonable they
fhould bear a part in the expence (at leaft) of
their-own defence ; and therefore the Stamp-
act, as it is called, was made for this purpofe.

Wy it was received, ho® was it treated ?
Did the people pay that regard to it, which a5 «
‘ people

i

§ Tt is ardently withed, that this fame flame, which he

aks of with fo much regret, may continue with unremit-
ung ardour, tifl we fhall be again reinftated in all thofe
INESTIMABLE PRIVILEGES which have been violent-
Yy ravithed from us. _

i Thofe Coxrt-Fatvorites could not he fupported in th-ir

idlenefs and luxury, unlefs a part of the earnings of the

comnon people be applied for that”purpofe.
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people who love their King and Country, they
ought to ? Did they quictly fubmit to pay that
money which the Supreme Authority of the na-
tion had an undoubted right to demand ? No !
—-They treated the aét and ai thofe who were
appointed to put it in execution, with the utmoft
abhorrence and deteftation. They formed them-
fclves into unlawful affemblies (vulgarly called
mobs) and deftroyed the property and endan-
gered the lives of many individuals, particularly
our late worthy governor H— » lieutenant-
vernor. O—, the honourable Mr. H-—_;
uftice S——, &c. € Men, the latcher of
whole fhoes the beft of them were not Worthy
to unloofe—Men, whofe namesrousrht to he
held in the moft grateful remembranee to the
Jatelt period of time—Men, who have. dong
more real fervice to their country, thin anyv of
the moft flaming, patriots 1 of the preirni age,
who have profetied fuch an open zval fur theie
country’s good, when at the fame time they were
1nfluenced by the moft fordid motives, ‘-

So far were the people from paying obedi-

ence to that righteous ack. :
Now,

——

1

€ An a&t was made by the General Affembly of this
rovince in the year 1706, for granting (FULL) compeny
?ation to thefe geatlemen for the lofs they fultaiued in theie

property.

t Had it not been for fome fuch flaming patriots, we
fhould before this day have been in he* moft depicrablg
firvation, . . A
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Now, S, | 1 liave mentioned ohe in<
Qtatice wherein 1 think 1 have proved myfelf a
friend to my country. ‘

Devil.  Owne inftance is barely fufficient,
tention a few more. §

Gent. You are verily tedious, may it pleafe
"gour Worfbip— Majefly I meani—But 1 “will
procced.  Such was the oppofition fo that act,
that it was thought beft to repzal it, meredy, @5 it
was faid, upon commercial principles 3 immediately
after which, if I miftake not the fame feflin,
the Parliament paffed another a& * for the bet-
# ter fecuring the ‘dependency -of. bis Majefty’s
& dominions in America, upon the crown.and
¢ parliamenta of Great-Brizain ;® wherein it is
declared, that the King, Lords and Commons i
Farliament affembled, have a right o levy faxes
wpon the Americans, in that way and manner
they may think proper.

: Very foon after, I think in the year 1967,
anather a& was made laying 2 duty upon the
Hollowing articles, viz. Glals, Red Legad, White
-Lead, Pamnter’s Colours, TEAS and Paper j
‘and the people made {uch aclamour ahout this
alfo, that it was again thought advileable (upon
‘commercial priiciples perbeps) w0 repeal the duty

' : upon

[

|| Yt feems he had a peculiar veneration for the Devi!, as
he fréquently gives him the appelation of Sir.
i . § One woald think from this focial converfation that
pafled between his Irfernal Majefty and this pentlemans
shat of latc Belxebud hud become a great Politiciun,
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wpon every ariicle therein mentioned, the Tea
only excepted, which article remains fubje& to
a duty to this day. Many and great have been
the ftruggles of this uneafy people to get it
taken o&!: and becaule it is not, they ftill con-
tinue in an open and rebellious oppofition to the
- Supreme Authority of Parliament.

No:longer ago than lalt December, the Savage
rage of the people was fo great, that upwards of
bbove dundred cbefls of that valuable commodity
WAl thrown into the fea and wholly deitroyed in
ene nighe | _ .

* PrEvious to-this cataftrophe, application was
made by the geatlemen to whom the Tea was
configned, to the governor and cquncil, praying
that themielves and preperty might be prote@t.
ed from the rage of an infatuated multicude,
After tlie deftru&ion of the Tea application was
again made by thefe gentlemen for relief. . The
governor with great difficulty got the council to-
gether and confulted them upon the affair, "but
they declined having any thing to do with. it
alleging, that the law was open for redrefs, and
if the ctfenders could be difcavered the injured
- might obtain fausfation. This was faying but
little to the purpofe, for *tis well known that for
 fome years paft the law has been moft flagrantly
“violated, and the moft attrocious offenders have
- gong unpunilbed, becaufe none in the executive
capacity could be found, or that had fortitude
enough in thefe porilous times, to put it in exe-

cution.
- In

-’

&
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In this fituation of affairs, what was neceffary
to be done ? The gentlemen confignees were
imprifoned at the caftle, their property deftroy-
ed, and no relief or fatisfaltion was to be ob-
tained for them here. §

AvuTHENTIC accounts of thefe tranfa&ions
were forwarded to England as early as poffible ;
myfelf with feveral others were employed to do
it: In confequence of which, together with the
E. India company"s application for reticution for
their lofs, the parliament, the only proper foun-
tain to apply to in fuch cafes, took the affair in-
'ta their ferious confideration, and were of opinie
‘on, that the moft effectual way 10 bring the of-
fenders to a fenfe of their duty, and induce them
‘to make fa/l fatisfaltion to all thofe who have
been fufferers in the late diftracted times, would
‘be to make an A& for thutting up the Port of

_ Bofion,

— )
ey

§ 'Tisa gueﬁion with many whether they deferyed eny.
Town-me‘mnf'a were called from timeto time, und commitiees -
fiequently chofen by the town fo affembled, to wait upon theg

snd defire they would fend the Tea back to the . place fram
whence it came—they were earneftly,, _folﬁf d by their
friends to comply with the reafdugble requeft of the tawn,
but obflinately refufed ; and of their own accord Jeft the
town and made a precipitate flight to the caftle, where they
remained *till the troops arrived in Byfow. Applicaticn
was afterwards made to the gavernor that the Tea might be

"seturned to Eugland, but he acquainted the committee whd
. waited upon. him for that purpofe, that he could not grant

a permit f; fhips to pafs the caftle, until certififiités
" were pro at they were properly cleared at the cuftom

hafe : ore, when ewgry lgal method made ufe of

* for returning that pernécieus and deffrudlive commodity had
proved abbrtive, a number of INDIANS from Natick and

glfewhcre came in the night and-demolithed it,

ER N
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Boflon, which was accordingly done, but as yet
hath not anfwered the good purpofes for which
‘it was defigned. + -

Very foon after the At was paffed for block-
ing up the Harbour of Boflon, two others were
made ; one * for the better regulating the go-
** vernment of - Maffachufetts-Bay 37 the other
% for the impartial adminiftration of juftice in
“ the faid province,” Thefe a&s inftead of re-
gulating, have thrown not only this province,
but the whole continent of Ame..ca into the ut.
moft confufion. Greater mobg have arifen fince
they were made than ever did. before—~Thous
fands have taken up arms againft the King's
troops (who were {ent here to preferve the peace,
aad prorec the friends of government) and have
Jhreateped them with immediate deftruction. §
- : oo Unlawfyl

.

\ 4 And'tis thought by ‘many judicious perfons among as
that it never will:  Six months have now elapfed ' fince it
took place, and none of the unparalleled demands therein-
contained have yet been complyed with, Though the trade
‘of the town has greatly fuffcred by the operation of it, yet
‘the inhabitants who were immediately reduced to avant have

."hitherto been relieved by the beneficence of their brethrem,
‘in the neighbouring towns and colonies.

$This is a palpable Falfbood : For, bad it been the deter-
.ination of a people, {o refolute as this is, to defiroy the
Aroops, there is no doubt butlong ere this it would have been
ffe€led ; but no fach defign was ever in contemplation. Ine
degd, when there was a report propagated in fome of the
neighbouring colonics that Befon was befiegeds and fome of
its inhabitants moft inhemanly maflucred, ople, ani«
.mated wish oz¢ foul, teok up their arms, an e marching
chither to the refcue of their diftrefled brethren : But, whent
‘they foynd they bad hein alarmed with a falfe report, they
peaseably returned t¢ theirosefpe@ive homys,

,

|
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Unlawful affemblies from time to time have
- beea coavened in congrefs (as they call it) to
confult upon meafures to defeat the operation of
thofe alls, but I flatter myfelf they will be difap-
pointed in their expeltations ; fon, if 5000 well
difciplined troops are not fufficiens to carry them
into execution, f trut 50,000 are, and Great-
Britain, if fhe regards her honor, will try the
experiment. |

I think ¥ difcover a fincere regard tomy
country, when I endeavor to perfuade peopls:
they are doing wrong, tell them they are bring-
ing down the vengeance of their Superiers npon
them, and unlefs they lead quiesr and fubmiffve:
lives, rendering tribute to whom tribute—bonor
to whom bowor is due, they will expofe them-
felves to the fevereft punithment in this world,;

' and to damnation in the next.

Devil. Youwr fyltem of palitics, friend, wilt
'never do—So far are you from difcovering a re-

- gard to your country, that [ am mow convinced'
your are one of its greateft enemies. Though:
it has ever been my praice to-cherith fuch fen.-
timents as your’s, in thofe who embraced them,
“in order to advance my kingdom, and people.
.’ my dominions ; yet, having for long a time been.
W moft intimately connelicd. with you, and having s.
real regard for your future. welfare, I muft. now:
acquaint you what punithment awaits fuch.tray- -

- tors—{uch parracides as you are.

- ¢ HeifPthe fole avenger of fuch crimes.”;
It in.in. hell you,are tqs e cternally. tormented.
{§ were beteer, far berter, that you had never
- . Beene

<l
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been born, than. that you ﬂm’ulq ever come inta
the territories of the damned. If you once come
within my juritdi&ion, you will-have reafon 1
gutfe the day that gave you birth—eCurfe your
fagher and mother for being the inftruments of
your mierable exiftence—Curfe thofe that have
led 50 on, from time to time with their enticing
Mainmon—And curfe me for taking you into
ey poflcfion, who am the only proper perfon
authorized to terment you. -Therefoie, friend,
és you value the love and efteem of your fellow-
men—as you tear meeting their jult refentment
in this werlde~as- you dread the excruciating
tottures of the next—and as you prize your e-
verlatting wellare—defift, 1 conjute you defitt,
before it be 160 late, from puriuing thefe curfed
flots, which tend o the deftruition of that
country to which you are under the greatelt ob-
ligatjons—Afk forgivnefs of all you have injured, ‘
‘and make them a'l that reftitution you are able,
Jett I come again and fnatch you away e’re you
‘are aware. ' -

= Havins finithed this fentence, he withdrew
from th chiamber, and departed I uppofe to the
‘place. from .whence he came. [ am forry_.he
‘werni off {o {uddenly, as I wanted to acquain
“him with my intention of becoming a betier mar._
“for the futuse, he having in fome meafure con-
‘vinced -me that heretofore 1 have been much
o the wrong.  This privilege 1 was however
deprived of. | I had nothing now gldo, but to
make the beft impfovement of s vifitation,
Loping never to haqc‘%}gcr gf the kind. .
. 2 o




NicuT THE THIRD.
Ofivber 16.. |

: ONTINUED in my chaml‘ali day, the

C family apprchcndmg 1 remained unwel—
went to bed early in the cvening, hoping this
night to reft ealy, but'to my unutterable gricf
was difappointed—I however foon felt afleep,
and was not difturbed till twelve o’clock, when
I awoke, and the firft thing thae pre fented itfelf®
to my view, was the GHOST- of 6nt of my de-
ceafed anceftors, ftanding ere in the middle of

the room, baving on a long w}m’ gown, and Lis

bair much difbevelled.

AT this dreadful fpelre I was more {urprm d
than at fecing nelzt&.eb the night before, as the

"Angel had not gifén’ me the Jealt intimazion of

hh
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his coming. 1 lay for a confiderable time look-
ing at him with the greateft atonifhment, hop-
ing and defiring he would fpeak to me firft ; bue
he ftood mute, looking directly at_me. When
1 found he was not inclined to make himfelf
known, 1 arofe from my. bed, put on my cloaths,
went to him, and endeavored to take him by the
hand, but could not. I then made bold to afk
him who he was, and from whence he came. He
gold me he was one of my vilagrable anceftors, *
and that he came from the regions of the dead
to pay a friendly vific to one of his degenerate
offspring. - . '

“ You, faid he, fprang from a reputable fa-
mily, fome of whom were driven from the place
of their nativity by perfecuting hands—they, with
many others, for the {ake of enjoying that liber-
ty which was genied thefh at home, were content
to leave everfhing clfe that was dear behind,
and feck it in"the inho{pitable wilds of America,
Here they fac down—here they weré expofed to
the rage of the moft favage beafts, and ftill more
favage men, the aboriginal natives—Here they
foughp—here they conquered—here they bled,
And did they do all this for themfelves ? No !
They who were fo fortunate as to furvive the
confli&, could expect but little enjoyment from
the fruit of their toils ; it required a much lon.
ger time than they had to live, to bring forward

3

r -

* He did not koow by the counteance of this Ghott, (hat
hie was one of his anceflors, he having decealed many years
before the gentloman’s bisty, | -
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o comfortable fettlement——It was for thofe
who were to come after them, their beloved
children, that they underwent fo many and fo

reat difficulties. Heaven forbid that their
children {hould ever give up the dear-bought in~
heritance—that inheritance which coft their re-
nowned progeaitors fo much blood and treafurey

¢ « Now is the zi#e they are in a peculiar

manner called for®gF exert themfclves in the
defence of their liberties and properties, which
were tranfmitted to them by us, their predecefs
fors, and which they ought to maintain and
tranfmic to 2beir pofterity inviolate, even at the
hazard of their lives and ‘tortunes.

“ WaaT now brought gve from thé worid of
departed fpirits, my dear ffiend, was a fincere |
and affe@ionate regard for your weélfare, both
here and hereafier.  You have lent, (forry [ am
to fay it) you have lent a bufy hand in bringing
about the difficultics under which New-England
is now labouring—You have endcavored to-
fruftrate the intentions of your pious anceftors,
«You have proftituted thofe abilities with which
the God of nature hath endowed you, to deftroy

‘ w the happinefs of your fellow-mzn—~You have

A X

_laboured 1o create jealoufies among brethren who
were engaged in a‘righteous caufe, the falvation
of their country—TYou have in private compa-
nies villified and afperled the chara&ers of the
moft worthy men in the community—In a word,,.
you have lett nothing undone which you . were

. capable of duing, t6 introduce confufion and
Bleecfoed among'mankind, | -

b

“ Anp
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4 Axp can you think, unhappy map, that
heaven will,_gverlook your perfidy —Cit you
tjamlf. t ;all thefe things the Author of your

will fidver call you to account.—O yes |
dcpend upon it, that you, and every other man
" that goes on in the fame evil courfe, and perfe-

weres therein to the end, will hercaf'cr meet with
their juft demerit.”

HAVING faid thus, I a’d him as follows |

Vmuum,n Suapk ! ’Tis trud, (wuh ﬂmamc
T'ackpowledge it) 1 have gone on in the waj
you have deicribed; but believe me, I never till
the Jaft night had the leaft apprehenfion thdt 1
was domg wrong, 1 fincerely thought T was ferx-

ing the-incerelt of my country.

;
LI @

‘Then he- feplled’ o “

¥ O guiley mesal ! I am forry you h ave {b
deceived yourfelf. If you have the leaft
fpalgk of gratitude ftill remaining—if tkere is
any deference dug td the memory of your depart-
.ed friends—if yo‘{; regard the welfire of
“immortal fou, inftantly repent of .your msgo
\vxckcdnclk-——zﬁc forg wnc}.: in the moft anbl
‘mannerof all thofe who argnow fuffering th
yourmeans—make them reftiturion, it pefiibls-=
and, having done this, interceed for the pardon
of HIM who is able to forgwc the moft attrd-

‘cious oﬁ'cndcrs." TR ?ﬁ:‘__:
,fa&, hc vk from my ﬁeht
ﬁ:&"_ s ‘lﬂm angtﬁihggw poﬂ'el&d ‘my
I i% e o ' foutﬁ

‘1‘%

g;fl“a ‘-- 1 h - &
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foul-ali my villiany came frefh to mind=eI wasg
{carcely able to bear up under the weight of my
accumulated guile—I was fully convinced I had
been a very great offender againft the country
that gave me birth, and determined, if I could

withftand the fbining tempiation, to be once
more an bonelh man .-~

Tuus terminated this moft extraordinary—
moft miraculous affair; which I think I have
taken down with the greateft precifion. Whe-
ther the gentleman will make that good improve-
ment of the event which he promifes, time
only can determine, ’Tis however hoped,
that whether ke does or not, it may prove a
folemn warning to all into whole hands this Re-
lation may chance to come, not to be guilty
of that capital crime, Treafon againf} the State,
left, e’re they are aware, they plunge themfclves
into remedilels ruin :

¢ For hell is no enthufiaftic dream,
‘No flatefman’s trick, nor poct’s fab'lous theme :
No pious fraud, or mercinary lye
Of fubtile priefts, to gain the confcience by ;
*Tis all too fadly true which they mzintain,
And far beyond whate’er the poets feign,
Ot ftreams of liquid fire, and burniag lakes, %’
Infernal gibbets, and eternal racks,
Gorgons, chimeras, furies, and their fnakes ;
No mortal can a jult conccption frame,
Nor find for half the terrors there 2 name ;
Then fhun the flow’ry paths that downward tend ;
To hell they lead, and ia damnation end.”

T HE EN D,
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