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My Neighbor, My Enemy:
How American Colonists Became Patriots and Loyalists

"The Crisis," Number 1V, London, 1775

Although ignored by historians of the American Revolution, "The Crisis"—a serial that
appeared throughout the colonies during the spring and summer of 1775—reached more
readers than any other colonial publication before Thomas Paine's "Common Sense"
appeared in January of 1776. Shrill, angry, even violent in tone, "The Crisis" spoke to the
ordinate people of America in a political language they understood.

Discussion Questions

=

What is the author's attitude toward the king of England?
Why would the author characterize the conflict in America as a "civil war"?

3. On what grounds does the author assert a commonality of interest between the British
and he Americans?
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Ye Conjpirators againft the Liberties of Mankind- at.
“-St. Fames's, in St. Stepben’s Chapel, the Houfe of;

Lords, or a?mm%ﬂ the Bench of Satanjeal Biftops,
C o mufl furely think there is noGod to_judge, o,
+ Hell to receive you; or you could never be fo far,
\ abandined as to flain your bands, and confent £
dye the Plains of America with ibe innocent

- " of ber tntabitants,

| ﬁcm had fucﬁ.lnﬁruments of S]a_ugh-tcr.’

. - ..

4 l\, EE fteady and uniform perfeverance in a
. & - regular plan of defpotifm, fince the com-
. <% mencement of thisreign, makes it evident
tothe meanelt capacity, that a defign was formed,
- fand it has with too much fuccefs been carried into
execution) for fubverting the religion, laws, ard
conllitution of this kingdom, and to eftablith vpen
the ruins of pablic liberty, an arbitrary fyflem of
- government : in a word, the deflru@icn of this
kingdom will foon be cffected by a brince of the
. Houfe of Brunfwick, : :




o 27 ) .
relief, and all the affiftance in-thelr power, to.their
eppreflid and injured fellow-fubje@sin Ameriea
- Let them heartily join the Americans, and feé
whether, Tyranny and Lavwlefs Power, oz, Reafon;
Jottice, Heaven, Truth and Liberty will: prevail, -

Let them, together- with -the gendemen of fanded
property, who-maft greatly fuffer by-this unnatura
civil war, make a glorious-ftand againft the eneniies
of public freelom, and -the confhtutional- rights of
the eolonies ;_ for, with- the ruin of America, mufk

be involved that of England, - . o
. Let themy in plain terms, declare their own.

firength, and the powet of the people, a power,
that has hitherto. withftood. the united  efforts of
faud and-tyranny ; a power, to which all Kings
have ever owed their crowns ; a-power which raifes
them to » throne ;. and when unworthy of their des

Jegated truft, can pull them down. - ;
« Let themrdeclare to the world, they wilt neverbd
- 10 bafe and.cowardly, at quietly to fee “any part of

 their fellow-fabje@s, butchered or enflaved, either in

‘England or America, to anfiver the purpofc-of exalted

¥illainy : and by that means become the detefted
inftruments of their.own deftrution, ‘

-, Let-them declare to the world, they are- not ye
sipe for flavery, that their. forefathers made 2 noble:
refiftance, and obt.ined 2 decifive victory over -tve
ranny and- lawlefs power, when the STUARTS
reigned ; -that they:are dete mined to do themfelves

Juttice, and:not-tu fuffer any farther utracks upon their

freedom, trom. the prefent Sovereign, whe is exceed.
gl defiious, as well' as ambitious.. t0- deftrow
the liberties of mankind 5 but that they do infifl:

Bpona reftoration of their ewn violated rghis), ad»
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" Officers, Soldiers, and Sezzmen,

Who may be employed to butcher their Relations,

Friends, and Fellow-Subjects in America,
Y/ OU can neither be ignorant of, nor unacquaint-

ed with the arbitrary fteps, that the -prefent
King, -fuppsrted by an'abandoned Miniftry, and a
venal {ett “of proftituted Lords and Commons, is
now-. perfuing to overturn thefacred conttitutien of
the Gritith Empire, which he had {worn te preferve.
. You are not, or will notlong be ignorant, that

- the King, ‘the' Lords and Commons, have, (to fati-

- ! ate their revenge againft.a fow individuals) declared .
- the whole ptople of America te be in a ftate of re-

" bellion,- only becaufe they have openlyavowed their -
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refolution to fapport ‘their charters, rights and liber- - -

ties, aguinfi-the (ecret machinations of defigning iea
who wwould'deftroy’ them : “and you are fixed upon
as the inftruments of their detruion. However,
1 entertain too good an opinion of you, to believe

. there is one TRUE ENGLISHMAN, who will

undertake the bloody work, Men without fertunes,
principles or conneétions, mayindeed, handle their
arms, in any defperate caufe, to oblige a tyrant, or
monfler in human fhape : But-men of family and
fortune, -or ot-honeft prineiples, I hope could never
be prevailed upon to fheath their {words in the

- bowels of their countrymen. Englithmen, furcly

cannot be found to execute fo diabolical a deed, to
mbryc their hands in- inzocent blood, and fight

——
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the French {ervice, Bczaﬁ'urcd, if you can be pre-
vailed upon to butcher, or enflave your fellow fub-
je&s, and to fet up an arbitrary power on the ruins
of public liberty, that your fubftance would foon
- be reduced to the mifcrable pirtance of foreign
troops ; and you with the furviving fubjects of

England and America, be reduced to the miferable
~ condition of being ruled by an army of Scotch Jani~

- zaries, affifted by Roman Catholics,

Let every Englith and Irith Officir, Soldier, and
Seaman, ferioufly weigh thefe things ; and then if
they are valiant, couragcous, magnanimous and free,
like their forcfathers; if they aretrue to sheic King.
~ and their country ; if they value their refigion,
. laws, lives, liberties, familios and pofterity y nocon-~
- #deiation can prevail with them to engage ag3init

the Amiericans, in'an inhumah blbddy civil war,

Let every man then who is really and truly a
* Proteflant, who withes well to his country, and the

- rights of mankind, lay afide his prejudices, and con-
. fider the caufe of America, and her fuccefs in this.

ftruggle for freedom, asa thing of the laft confe-
quence to Englind, upon which our falvation de-
pends. for the prefent plan of royal defpotiim is 2 -
plan of general ruin. I fay, let us all fpecdily unite,
and endeavour tv defend them from their open, and-
ourfelves from our own fecret and domeftic enemics,
and if any are luke-warm in this great public caule,
and at this time of eminent danger, let them be made
an example of treachery and cowardice ; that the-
-prefént generation may deteft and abhor them, and
pofterity declaim againft and curfe them, as unna--
tural monfters, who weuld defiroy the human race.’






