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Proceedings of the Westmoreland County Committee, November 8 and 29, 1774 
 
These texts provide insight into how a committee established by the Association actually 
enforced its will on the community. David Wardrobe, a young, impoverished school teacher, 
wrote a letter to friends in Scotland, never thinking that it might become a public document 
which would create a crisis in a small Virginia village. 
 
 

Discussion Questions  
 

1. Why would the committee members be offended by Wardrobe's letter? 
2. What does his letter suggest about support for the patriot cause? 
3. What does Wardrobe's letter suggest about the functioning of royal government in 

Westmoreland County? 
4. What does his letter suggest about the merchants' attitude toward the Association and 

their support of the patriot's cause? 
5. In Wardrobe's view, what effect will non-importation have upon the people of 

Westmoreland County? 


















