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The Diary of Matthew Patten (excerpts) 
 
Mathew Patten was a Scots-Irish migrant who came to New England during the 1720s. 
Settling in Bedford, New Hampshire, he managed to support a growing family, but the 
work was very hard. Along with serving as a probate judge, he engaged in a number of 
different activities from shoemaking to cutting timber, from surveying to running cattle. 
During the early months of 1775, he was drawn slowly—even reluctantly—into a 
resistance movement that we might recognize as an insurgency. The passages here 
chronicle the period from his first participation in committees that intimidated royal 
supporters to the death of his son who served in the American army. 
 
Patten's diary is a record of daily life in eighteenth-century rural New Hampshire. His 
straightforward, matter-of-fact prose tends to level all events. In the same paragraph in 
which he reports the Battle of Concord, for example, he also says that he had a kettle 
repaired and a chain made for his canoe. He ends the paragraph by mentioning that his 
son John "intended to Sett off for our army to morrow." In the next paragraph he records 
his son's departure with no fanfare, no anguish. It is one more event in a day during 
which he also purchased a pound of coffee—significantly, not tea—on credit. 
 
Throughout the excerpted sections, Patten mentions a "Mr. Houston," who is, in fact, 
John Houston, a Presbyterian minister whom the town of Bedford called to service in 
1756. The people of Bedford enjoyed good relations with him until the heat of the 
Revolution reached them and made his loyalist views repugnant. On May 16, 1775, as 
Patten records, the town voted to ban him from his pulpit. The Houston affair suggests 
the passions and tensions that must have simmered among the people of Bedford at this 
time and that are only hinted at by Patten's monotone reporting. 
 
Note: The term "old tenor," which Patten uses throughout his diary, refers to paper 
currency issued by a colony and typically valued at less than the British pound sterling. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

1. How would you characterize Patten position in the town of Bedford? 
2. How would you characterize his attitude toward the Revolution? 
3. What glimpses of the resistance movement does Patten's diary provide? 

 
























