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My Neighbor, My Enemy:
How American Colonists Became Patriots and Loyalists

The Diary of Matthew Patten (excerpts)

Mathew Patten was a Scots-Irish migrant who came to New England during the 1720s.
Settling in Bedford, New Hampshire, he managed to support a growing family, but the
work was very hard. Along with serving as a probate judge, he engaged in a number of
different activities from shoemaking to cutting timber, from surveying to running cattle.
During the early months of 1775, he was drawn slowly—even reluctantly—into a
resistance movement that we might recognize as an insurgency. The passages here
chronicle the period from his first participation in committees that intimidated royal
supporters to the death of his son who served in the American army.

Patten's diary is a record of daily life in eighteenth-century rural New Hampshire. His
straightforward, matter-of-fact prose tends to level all events. In the same paragraph in
which he reports the Battle of Concord, for example, he also says that he had a kettle
repaired and a chain made for his canoe. He ends the paragraph by mentioning that his
son John "intended to Sett off for our army to morrow." In the next paragraph he records
his son's departure with no fanfare, no anguish. It is one more event in a day during
which he also purchased a pound of coffee—significantly, not tea—on credit.

Throughout the excerpted sections, Patten mentions a "Mr. Houston," who is, in fact,
John Houston, a Presbyterian minister whom the town of Bedford called to service in
1756. The people of Bedford enjoyed good relations with him until the heat of the
Revolution reached them and made his loyalist views repugnant. On May 16, 1775, as
Patten records, the town voted to ban him from his pulpit. The Houston affair suggests
the passions and tensions that must have simmered among the people of Bedford at this
time and that are only hinted at by Patten's monotone reporting.

Note: The term "old tenor," which Patten uses throughout his diary, refers to paper
currency issued by a colony and typically valued at less than the British pound sterling.
Discussion Questions
1. How would you characterize Patten position in the town of Bedford?

2. How would you characterize his attitude toward the Revolution?
3. What glimpses of the resistance movement does Patten's diary provide?
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half the deed Dow sold it to David Abbott and the afternoon I went to
the boys to the post and Rails beyond the meeting house

7 I finished the deed I began yesterday and I wens$ to john Bells and
Delivered the beam and Scales that my bro Saml brot from Noah Parkers
last week for the town & I took their rect for them and they gave me an

- order for school money being 1-17-7-1 for which they gave me an order

last march and I lost it was the Reason of my geting this

gt T took the acknowledgement of the Deed that I writ for Benj® Dow
to David Abbott unpd and David and I went with the Team and took 50
Chesnut posts that we got on the ministerial land to the little meadow

9% We went to work at the posts and Rails above the meeting house
and it came on Rain and the boys came home and T stayed and cut 3 Rail
cuts and 2 post euts I shelled about 1% bushell of corn

10% the wind very high at N: W: and cold we cuf our Stalks a frost
that touched the pumking and bean leaves and some corn leaves the night
following I 'drawed a Writ for james Caldwell against David Briant

11th. Babathday the wind very high at N: W: and cold a little frost the

" night following

12th T worked ab the highway and jamey and Bob top poled the fence
up the back side and the school master keept the forenoon and the after-
noon he went to a Clearing frolick at David Moors

13t 'We that hired the school master mett on having Reed Word by
Jjoshua Gage from Dunbarton that they would hire our Master two months
and we agreed to have him go and then Return to us and he sét of for
Derry and Returned in the Evening and brot a bottle of snuff and gave it
to uws and got what Tobacco we had I Suppose there was a poand and
a half of it

14t T worked at the highway and jamey and Bob went to their uncle
Alex™ MacMurphys to help him to get his hay

i5% in the morning between Day break and Sun Rise Lydia Hepper
came and informed ué that a number of persons came and Draged her
husband away the night before and abused him and her they Broke one
of her fore teeth out and much abused Her daughter Hannah 1 advised
her to go home and be Quiet and say nothing about it and I went above

the meeting house and I split 52 Rails and 30 posts and john Little sent

for me o go to his house to Writ 2 Deed of his place and to james Haton
I went and did it and I charged 3¢ and they paid me Little paid me
quarter of & dollar and Eaton paid me 114 & pistereen and I had no change
to give him

16tk T worked at posts and Rails above the meeting house and David
finished harrowing the old field before the house

17% joseph Dow came to my house in the morning and paid me 20/ Bay
old Tenor for his bror Benj® toward my Runing lines Writing a Deed and
acknowledgement of the Deed and I paid it to old Mrs McLaunghlin
toward tow ¢loath I had from her last year I owe her 2/6 Bay old Tenor
yetl of it and I went and split Rails above the meeting house-

19t james Orr mended my plow Shear that was broke in the wing he
had a good deal of pains in the doing it the charge unknown and I went

B
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. t;o a town meeting at Evening and the people intended to go to Amherst \QOTOBER 1st
tomorrow to Visit Mr Atherton who Ingisted on my going with them and g
they told me I must and Should go and that if I did not they would Viset

“me on which I said I would go

20t james Orr and Shed set the shoes on my horses fore feet and I went
to Amherst and about 300 men assembled and chose a Commitie who went
to Mr Atherton and he came to the people to the Court house and he
Signed a Declaration and Read it to the people who accepted it he Invited
them to go to Mr Hildreths and Drink what they pleased the people
Dispersed about Mldmght without Doing any Out Ragious act I stayd
till morning

21% 1 came home and I coppyd a transcript of a highway in Goffes town
from the proprs book for Ebent Hacket

229 I coppyd & considerable more for Hacket in the morning and then
went to joseph Dows junr in Goffestown and Writ a bill of sale and a
power of Attorney from him $o his Brother Benj» and T took the acknowl-
edgement of each of them I charged 4/ unpaid And in the afternoon
I went and Run lines for Abel Right of that part of the lott that Ebens
johnson formerly lived on that lys over Piscataguog but did not finish

28¢ I went to Benj» Dows and Run & part of his north line and fixt his .
northwest corner and I then went to Abel Wrights to finish the lines
I was after yesterday but did nothing and I charged him 30/ Bay old
Ten* for Wha,t I had done yesterday and today and he paid 25/ Bay old
Tenor

24" Bob and the four cattle worked for Shad about 35 of the day and
Jamey David holed 81 posts and I split 55 Rails and I fell 2 trees move for 7
Rails and Capt Perham paid me 2/ for writing his Will I writ it the Ist

~ Instant

26 I drawed one warrent for Hannah Murphy against Titus houston
and Isigned another from Mrs Hepper against Titus houston and john
Wallace the Constable took him and Col Goffe and I held a Court att the
school house on him and we adjourned both cases untill Monday the 3d of
October at nine of the clock in the forenoon

27 I went to Amherst to the Superiour Court to Defend the case

between the town and Proprietors in favour of the Proprs and I Reed four
Dollars for the Proprs from jacob McQuead and in the Evening I gave
gave two of the Dollars to john Pickering Bsqr in part of a fee as a lawyer

28t T had to come home for spme papers and Evidences and I got back
to Dinner I had Alex® Browns horse for which he would take no pay

29t Qur case came on in the afternoon and the jury got it in the
Evening

80t they gave their Verdict in favr of the Town for 11-10-0 Lawful and
cost the cost was taxed at 9~11-6 the cost was taxed in the afterncon and
I paid 6/6 of it and it was so near night when it was done that we could
not come home

 came home my Expences aid jamey Voses who attended the cge
et Hildreths was 6-12-6 Bay old ten® and I lodged one jig
Bald rins was 7/ Bay old ten* /
82 Oyl Goffe and I mef at the School house on the case bejfveen
and Tydia Hepper and her Daughter And Mr Houston ang heg
d and we ay Jou.rned the Court to the 18th of Novembe:r neyt at 10 ¢
Clock in the forenoon and I went to a training to Hugh Cgmpbells
4th I We_nto McGaws and got 23 £ of Wool and sgine other a
to the amoun{ of 2-11-2 Bay O: T: and I settled allA owed him
19-12-8 Bay ol tent and’ gave him a Note for it on Jemand with I
untill paid /
5t I got a Baskd from Gardner at 2/ Lawful
{6 T cut of 9 RaW cuts and butted 8 at-the whst end of Wm Bs
land and I drawed a‘\Compt and Warrant for William Bell against
Wood there was seven\Subpoenas came to 8/1§ 14 nnpaid
7% 1 writ a pair of I{dentures of james frear to Matthew Lit
- Little unpd and W Bell\pnd Ebent Wood £nd Blasdel the constable
and settled the affair and { taxed the cogt I set a fine of 4/ my fe
five shillings & I took his no{e on demanpfd for my fees and the fine
8th I went to the little meadpw and ghe what jamey Smith had be
ing he made three new corners¥hat as I suppose
10t T went to Col Goffes to colgul what to do about Raising mc
discharge the Damage and cost ingMcDuffies case ‘and afterward tc
Little to see him on the acct of sgid\awsuit and had to go to McGa
and I then went to the falls and took my Salmon pot up the bank
had half 8 bowle of Brandy tglly at M Gregores in’ company with
for which I paid 3/ Bay old Hl'en®
11t T sowed allmost 8 byfhell of Rie oxithe old field before the he
e 12t T went to james Vofos and he went With me to james Aikens
john Bells jacob McQuehd Matthew McDufies and to Adam Dick
see about meeting and Settling the judgement that the town Ga
the Propriety We wege moved by some threatehing that jamey Smi
made to Math McDgffie it cost us'the whole daX we had half a be
tody at Hugh Qamgbbelly charged to me nnpaid
18t 'We got inftwo jags of corn and all the Stall’y out of the upg
peice of eorn Agd my wife got Mr Neleons letter to hjs congregatio
William Wallice for 20/ Bay money and she paid 19/%f it
14% Iweng to Hollis to notifie Major FHobart according\yto his desh
time I intefid to go on the Survey in the dispute betweey the proj °
of Plym fth and Cockermonth my Expences was a pisterekn
15% TIthusked corn and the boys did several overins
17“’ 7o finished husking gorn in the forepart of the day §nd I
aboyd noon to see Adam Dickey to see to settle the judgemeng th
gaified against the proprietors and the commitee of the town agd
Vpse and I met them at Hugh Campbells and we woried untill o
¥reak but they would do nothing but the cash or the Execution mrt
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KWL Swrit s [€ase and couliterpatie Tor Samuell Moot and Amaziah Pol-
Yard\of Moors place I charged half a Dollar they promised to pay j#in
HEgualYyalves ‘ '

26 INrit a Deed from Matthew Little to james Cairns of the“half of
his home Pace and Cairns came for me at Bed time and I went with him
to his uncles\gnd took the acknowledgement of the Deed and £t the whole
night in Drawng Matthew Littles Will and finished betateen break of
Day and SunviseNand he Signed it and I came home fhefore part of the
day e
26 james Little cayne about oue or two of the clek and informed me
that his bror wanted toNpave some addition and axd some alterations and
I went to writing and wi¥ till night. '

27 I got to Writing and™\(airns came and Aaid that bis uncle wanted I
should go there and I went axd allmost fipfihed the second draft and by
Reason of some further though® I had 3§ Draw a third and finished and
had it signed after night and I cadye hme about Bed time and Matthew
gave me six sheets of paper 4

28t I writ a Deed from Isaac Médrsthn to William Palmer I charged 40/
old tenor for it and the acknow}édgemer they paid me 87/6 old Tenor of
it and Palmer owes me 2 /6 o}d Tenor yet

9™ Was our annual meeting which I attelded and Swore the town offi-
cers and I swore the Copfmites that set off jdxpes Steels Wifes thirds for
which Steel paid me ahilling ;

30" I went to Rohért Alexanders and got four bihell of Rie and took it
to Capt Moors milfbut could not get it ground And MNvent to Hugh Camp-
bells and Vendpéd his farm t0 john Manoughan for 853 Dolars & I Ven-
dued several dther articles We finished about 134 honr before break of day
I stayed al¥hight o

81 I pdsisted Hugh Camphell in Drawing the Déed and ettling with
Thomas Boies untill about 10 o clock I charged 134 Dollar an Camphell .
raig’me the money and one Mr Holebrook from Killingsly canm to get
spfe information about some land of his fathers in this town I ga¢ him
& line what I thot the Value was he urged me to take a pistereen whihg I
did after considerable urging

~

APRIL FIRST

I went to Capt Moors mill and got the Meal of the Rie I took there on
the 30th Ult and T had the Toal and as I was comeing home I took the
acknowledgement of a mortgage Deed from john Manoughan to Thomas
Boies of Hugh Campbells place that he sold to said Manoaghan Day be-
fore yesterday for which Mancughan Gave me a pistereen and I could not
give him the change and he gave me y* overplus :

8¢ jamey helped his uncle john and Bob & David and I cut wood split

© two pine trees for wood

4t T Went to Amherst to Arbitrate between William Gordon and
Thomas Murdough with Col: Lutwyche and Hsqr Fletcher and we ad-
journed at Murdoughs Request till Thursday for his bringing some papers
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from Hisborough which was cccasioned by Gordons laying in & demand of
Two notes which had been Settled before

5% I writ.a Deed from Enos Bradford to Calvin johnson of three 50 lotts
in Bedford and a Mortgage of the same to Bradford for security

6. we met and on the 7th and finished the arbitration Murdough fell
82-71-10}4 Debt the cost of Rafferance was 8-5-0 the cost of court to be
taxed at court Murdough paid my Expences at Hildreths I Reed Two Dol-
lars for my time from Col: Lutwyche for Mr Godon I sit the Remainder
of the days in the Sessions and finished the Session and I paid Lieut Hil-
dreth 2-8-6 Bay old Tenor being the Remainder of james Vose and my
Expences at the SBuperiour court last September and came home in the
night . :

9% T paid james McClure a dollar toward what shoes he made for ng

10% I svent and Run the lnes of jacob Freezes lott and William Barnett
is to pay ¥ by Qelding my calves lambs &c¢ and Nathan shad is to pay
another 34 and Freize is to pay the one half I charge 14 a dollar in all and
Jjames Orr mended the Straps of my Spade

11t I finished drawing one of the leases of the School lotts to Hugh
Camphbell and he promised to pay me I could not have time to Write the
other And I went to David Sawyers in Goffestown and 1 measured off
six acres of josiah Woods land to Sawyer and I measured off sixty
acres to Timothy johnson of the lott No 11 in the 5th Rang on the
South side of Piscataquog Sawyer owns the Remainder and I got 4 Gal-
lons of Molasses from Sam!l Moor at 17/ Bay old Tenor pr Gallon The
Kagg and molasses and a long Strap weighed 54 £

12™ wag a tedious Storm of Snow and hail and some Rain the wind
Northeasterly and cold the most tedious storm we have had this long time
if any to equal it all winter every circnmstance considered :

18t Shed Steeled the toes of two shoes and Sett therz on my horses fore
feet and I went to McGregores and got a pound of Coffie and a Glas of
Rum made into Tody for which T paid a pistereen and three cappers and
in the forenoon I writ a letter to Deacon Williams to know the state of his
aocts as Treasurer for the propriety of Sowhegan East ‘

14 T writ a lease of john Monaughhs place to john Glene for which
Monaughan paid me 114 pistereen with 1/6 Bay old Tenor that he over-
paid me when I took the acknowledgement of his Mortgage deed to
Thomas Boies made the two shillings for the leases today & I got 4 bushell
of Rie from Robt Alexander and got it Ground at Capt Moors and I had

.the Toal

15t I got a streek of tive for my Cart that weighed 13 £ in the barr
from james Martain and he turned up the énds and punched the nail holes
And I writ & long deed from FEben! Wood to his son J onathan and a noie
and I fook the aclmowledgement I charged 2/6 Lawful and jonathan
promised to pay me And I drawed a Complaint and Warrant for Mr.
Joseph Currier against Sam! Richards with two subpenas for which Mr
Cugrier paid me 3/8 Lawful

17 I went to Litchfield and Run some lines for Esqr Claget he would a
paid me but I would not take any but told hima I would want his advice
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and assistance in the affair of james Smith and me And I paid Doctor Pﬁr-

ker 6/6 being his charge for what he had done for our Susannah of her

money and 1/8 for what he did for my Wife and I gettled my note with
Opl Lutwyche I had 8/5 allowed me out of Capt Parkers Estate and T paid
him :1/ 4-5 which paid up the note and I came home ‘

18k T mads h ‘
sonds made a new handle to our Spade and made a pole tc fish at the

194 I got james Orr to make two hao i

. ps for our great Kittle one of them

was my iron the other was Sheds and he made part of a chain for my Can-
noe of my iron and writ a deed from Alexander McOalley to his son Alex-
ander and I took the acknowledgement unpaid 2/

20t T Recd the Melancholy news in the morning that General Gages

troops had fired on our Contrymen at Concord yesterday and had killed a
large number of them our town was notified last night We Generay met
at the meeting house about 9 of the Clock and the Number of twelz; or
more went Directly off from the Meeting house to assist them And T cime
t0 Sheds and james Orr made me a great wheel Spindle of my Steel and
. he mended the Bar of a little kittle and finished the chain for my cannoe
: i-le fouqd iron for near a quarter of the chain the rest was mine And our
|ohn‘ came home from being down to Pentuckett and intended to Sett off
for our army to morrow morning and our Girls sit up all night hakein
bread and fitting things for him and john Dobbin s
216t ou..r John and john Dobbin and my bror Samuell two oldest sons sett
off and joyned Derryfield men and about six from Goffestown and two or
3 more from this town under the comand of Capt john Moor of Derryfield
shey fu?aounted to the No of 45 in all Sunkook men and twé or three others‘
shat joined them marched in abourt an hour after they fo 35 there was nine
more went along after them belonging to Pennykook or thereab.outs and
[ went to McGregores and I got a pound of Coffie on Credit
221 I was wakened in the morning by Mrs Chandlers comeing with a
stter from the Comitee of the Provincial Congress for calling amnother
Jongress of the Provinee immeadeately and I went with it as fast as could
i0 john Bells but he was gone to our army and hoth the othérs allso and I
went to Robert Alexanders and got 4 bushell of Rie on Credit and took it
0 Capt Moors mill and got it ground and I had it the Toal and I had &
wwle of Tody at McGaws for which I paid /4 Tawful ' e
ié‘h my neck was so stiff that I could not do anything with a cold I had
10
25 I went and notified on the River Road to meet at the meeting ho’us
' n the a:fternoon on our publick Distress and I went to Col: Goffes to asli
1s advice and met toward evening and acted on what we that necessar
md my Brors jos helped me with their 8 pair of Oxén to cross plow Y
26 T went at the desire of the town to Col Goffes and Merrils and
dacGregores and Cautioned them to take Special care of Strangers and-

»rsons Suspected of being Torys Crossing the River to Examin and -

Search if they judge it needful and I got a ‘ ‘ i i
pound of Coffie and n flints.
romhMa.cGregore fo?' which I paid him 11/8 Bay old tenor ne Hnts
A7 ‘Was the Province Fast by the Governors Proclamagion
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28th T began to Stock Capt Blairs Gun and I went and got jamey Orr to
forge me a Screw nail for the breach of the Gun and T fitted it and out
the serews and he made me a burning iron all of my iron

a9t T worked some at Stocking the Gun and the boys planted Patatoes

MAY Ist

she boys planted potatoes and T worked at the Gun and Williatn Barngt
geldgd 8 lambs and’a Boar for us and our john and john Dobbin cgine
home !’ ' b

3¢ 8hed forged g Guard and some Rods for pining on the Quil}s and
Stock on ¥he Guy and I attended a Meeting of the town on our gffairs of
the countrhand (apt Moor had a training and our john and jolfi Dobbin
came home \ ¢ 4

3¢ I finished\§tocking Capt Blairs Gunfand the Boys got gAr Dung and.
planted some af Rotatoes 4 - fi

dtn T gave jonathgn Wood a Warrant ééf apprizement tf apprize a mare
he impounded yestedday unpaid o '

the River was so high L , j

5% I shelled out our sedd corn we Have about 13 bushell’ and the boys
finished planting potatoes #pd I went to Mr Alefanders and got 4 bushells
of Rie and got it Ground at Gapt Moors and I hiad the Togl,

6% I went to the lott by Shedg and got some stuff for a Salmon pott and
brot it home and put it into Soal =

7t Being Sabath day the fire calqe frond Adam Dickeys on both sides of
Sebeans §wamp the wind high at e South we werg obliged to go all
hands in the Evening and had to work till midnight to'Stop it it came on
alittle Rain and put it out R AN ‘

sth T shaved Some of the Stuff fgT the Salmon pot-
mainder of the stuff S Y =

9t I finished Shaving the Sifving the St for the pot and Bundled it
for carrieing to the falls and famey and David\Carfed off the old Cole pit
Stuff and other Sticks off {}fe broke up ground ¥ C-

11t 19th & 13% I went $b the falls and naild on%pe new covering on my
Salmon pot and T borropved 200 clapboard nailgfroty, my bror S8am! to do
it with and in the timé I hung a Nett and catphed 3 Bhad and Some El-
wives and john Bell/and I set the pot on our fibw setting place and I had

my bror* oxen orog’ plowing two days :
h; Dunlap and {Henry Stevens
almon and 4 had The Sal-

14% T went up/in thé Evening and got j
and took up thé pot out of which I took 8j
o add e e 4 i ahon E b Ve

moy weaiched 70 L L gaye 1Toos M

£

From the 15th to the 20th Inclusive I fighed at the f
‘and how may shad I cant Remember on the 19th we finished planting
* corn on the 16th we had a town meeting in Bedford at which we Voted to
- Shut the meeting house against Mr Houston and I was chosen to attend
the Clounty Congress next wednesday at Amherst
294 I got 27 Ells for my Divide and I borrowed 78 that I sent home 103
and 10 jamev Patterson gave 10 Ells for me for Rum '

4% T with the other\partners met and hung the Scede but,did not Draw -

ahd split out the re-

¢

)




23¢ no fish got at the falls and I came home to go to the congress

24th pur Boss cow took bull and I went to the congress and came home
at brealr of day my Expences was was about 16 /6 bay old Tenor
- 86% I went to the falls and Tarried untill the 27th at night the boys and
I got as many Eels as paid what I had borrowed from Hacket viz 78 and I
‘borrowed 11 from jamey Patterson and 13 from Sam! Patterson and 15 of
my own made 39

29t T went to Amherst and met the Rest of the Commitee and we took
the care of the Goal and took from under his hand to Deliver it to us the
first Tuesday in july next and I came home at Breal of day next morning
my Expences was 19/6 Bay old Tenor :

The rest of the month I fished but how many I got I dont Remember

JUNE 3d

I writ a Deed from Charles Blacks widow to john Gardner and took the
acknowledgement both unpaid
7t We had a fine Shower and jamey and I fished at the Setting place
and got Bix Salmon
9t my brors john and my jamey and I fished at our Setting place and
- got five Salmon and we had § of them
12 David and I fished and we got 8 Salmon one of 10 € I sold to Bobt
MacGregore and 3 to David Gage of 84 £ and I am to have a pair of
Puimps from him and I lent one of 924 £ to Robt Richardson and cne I
gave to Alex’ MacMurphy : .
' 14%h David and I fished and we got SBix SBalmon and 5 Shad the Salmon
weighed 68 £ and I let Nathan Shed have them all they came to 14/7 1/5
16*h David and I fished and we got one that weighed 10 £ and we had
two large Salmon broke through the nett the one we got I et john Wal-
lzce have and he paid me the money for it :
i7h I with my bror went to jobn Bells to write an answer to Mr Mac.
Gregores letter in behalf of the town
19 jamey and Bob and I went to the mouth of the brook and hauled
and ocatched Bix Salmon they weighed 76 £ I divided in equal halves with
Martin and I let Stephen Frenches wife hawve two that weighed 24 £ And
I writ all the fore part of the day in framing an ‘answer to Mr Maogre-
gores letter to john Bell And the afterncon I attended Matthew Littles
funeral And Bob and David fished at the Setting place and got 1 Salmon
that weighed 10 £ and Rob* MacGregore had it toward fishing expences
they got two Shad allso )
20t I worled at makeing a pail - .
21% David and I fished and we got three Salmonand I let David Gage
have two that weighed 21 £ and the other I brot home
221 'Was a fast by order of the Proviucial Congress and I sent 3£ qf the
Salnon to Sam' Gordon that I brot home yesterday & our Belled Cow
tock Brll )
284 David and I fished and I catched 5 Salmon by Scooping they
weighed 80 £ and I let David (lage have two that weighed 21 £ and T got
one from Robért Richardson that he owed me of 10 £

JUNE - JULY 1/7) 345

24t 1 gave james Caldwell one of the salmon I got.yesterday and I went
to the Falls but got no salmon Ard I gave a notification to Col Starks son
W for his father to Notifie Capt Page to come and hear some depositions
taken at McGregores on Monday next

26t T went to MacGregores and Swore 4 Witnesses for Ool : Stark to be
improved at Exeter at the Congress in their Disputes in Dunbarton unpaid
and I borrowed 2 Salmon of 9% £ of james Patterson for my bror to take
to the army '

21 1 went to the Falls and Fished and got no Salmon. - :

28 20 & 30tk I got some White Ash and made some Scoop nett bows on
the 80th john camne home on a furlow

JULY 1st

1 zﬁade some scoop nett bows and I sit up a pail
3% T hooped the pailIset up the first and the afternoon I went with

Sam! Vose my Bror® and met john Bell at Adam Dickeys And took his .

Wifes Depesition and james Mathies and his son Roberts of some dis-
course Mr Houston had to them Relating the.oruel acts of Parliament

4 T went to Amherst to the County Congress and it Rained near night
and untill near dark and I tarried over night at Heldreths my Expences
was 17/2 Bay old Tenbr

5t T came home in the morning nothing material untill the 11th when
Jjohu sett off for the Army he Rid my horse down in the time I made a
pail and a washing tub and went to McGregores to See Lieut MeCalley
about comeing to assist a3 a commiteeman concerning Mr Honston bué did
not see him on the 10th Martain and I got Six Salmon that weighed I-sup-
pose about 60 £ we did not weigh them we gave Capt Moor one of them
we had the half of the six _

12t We got 11 Salmon they weighed 123 £ 1 had the half and martin
was 10 £ ahead of me and I had that made up and I am ¥ £ ghead of Mar-
tin And jamey and Bob and my brors john went off in the evening and
catched 10 that weighed 111 £ we had 24 of them and I went to see Lieut
McCalley but he was not at home and I writ a letter to him and Sent it by
james Riddel

184 Twent to Amherst to judge Esqur Whiting for his being a Tory
and I took two SBalmon with me that weighed 20 £ I sold one to Mr Hil-
dreth and I gave him the other I had 2/6 pr £ Bay old Tenor my expences
was 16/6 Bay old Tenor :

14 & 15% Iwith Deacon Boies and john Wallace apprized Matthew Lit-
tles Estate

17 There was 4 of Goffestown Committes and 4 of Merrymac and 2

from Derryfield met in Bedford by the desire of Bedford commitee to

° judge of Mr Houston being an Enemy to this country they judged him

Guilty and confined him to the county without leave from the majr part
of one of the commitees of the towns who judged him we broke up the
next morning after day break

18t I did no business

19t T worked at Stocking a Gan for Mr Baker of Derryfield

e b
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20t Was the Continental Fast and Mr Cook preached with us in Bed-
ford he preached with us last Sabath day which was the first preaching
we have had since we shut the meeting house doors agt Mr Houston

213t T Almost finished Stocking Mr Bakers Gun and Jamey and Bob
Reaped for Mr 8hedd for which he is to hoe for me

28% Mr Shedd hoed for me for the boys Reaping for him yesterday

234 Mr Cook preached in Bedford

242 "We finished hilling the new field west from the barn

25" ‘We worked at makeing a new cow yard and plowing up the old ocne
and David went to his uncle Alex* to mill

26t I got two Tea cup fulls of Turnip seed from old Mrs Turil for which
I gave her 3/ Bay old Tenor and I sowed the yard with seed and we fin-
ished makeing the new cow yard in the forenoon and we reaped the After-
noon

27% was a very Refreshing Rain and we lay by and did not Reap

28 & 29 we Reaped in the field by the Barn

80th Mr Burnap preached in Bedford

81t 'We finished Reaping the fleld by the Barn there was 32 Stoocks in it
and we got it carted into the barn

AUGUST FIRST

Mg 8 to Divers of the Comitee of the county to meet at Am};
8th instanivfo do something about La.ncey and Slla,s ‘Barron

' assBarron but there was none of them
come but Daniell Campbell and# 4, do nothing and I came home in
the night my expences was 54 s
ment of a Deed from OCapt, ek for Blacks widow

hod I fitted of some new

"AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 1775 7 '

A DAY BOOK CONTINUED FROM AUGUST 18 1775 ;

(9% I brot a load of hay from the meadow /
Qh Mr Cook preached in Bedford

21% T brot a load of hay from the meadow & Susey bot 2 £ of tobacca

from jyhn Wallace and paid a plstereen for it
224 1 paid Moses Watt Thirty two shillings Bay old tehor For kniting

my part of the scene the two last seasons being 20/ one Ye ft and 12/ the
other and I¥prot a load of hay from the meadow

28¢ I brot a\load of hay from the meadow

24 T butchexed a weather sheep that weighed 35}/ ¥ and I brot a load
of hay from the Yneadow

25M I brot in a a,d from the meadow and 8 smell a.d out of the mead-
ow at home

26t T went and R¥n the lmes of the meadoy lott no 56 in the little
meadow for Col Danie} Moor and the boys burged the Brow between the
meadow and the old field by my brors

27 Mr Cotton preached\in Bedford in'excha nge with Mr Cook

28 I went and Split a Bqil out between this and james Oaldwells it
made 17 Rails we hauled it to\jhe path lasy Winter and T fell a tree on my
brors land and cut of & length Nr Rails ghd Quartered it

20th Was a Rainey day and Shed Pt a peice of his iron to one of my

- hetle ngs and worked it over aMl pade a new one of it and ¥ Coppysd

at the Inventory of Matthew Littles¥state about/half the afternoon
80t Deacon Boies john Wallace dnd\I met at widow Littles and finished
apprizeing and coppying the Invgntory\and went to Swear to the apprize

‘but Col Goffe wag not at home

81= ¥ went to Col Littles axd from theke to McGregores after Vinigar
to Save pickles it Rained copsiderable in thg afternoon I had a bowle of
tody at MecGregores for whith I paid /8 La M

SEPTEMBER

1ot T went to Dsacoy Walkers after Vinegar and\{ eut 4 treas for Rails
N W of the Meetin
24 'Wo got our hdy at the little meadow dried and Yrot it home I ha.ve
but Eleven jags t _
3¢ Mr Cook preached in Bedford from Revelations 3d agd latter part of
the 1st verse tife wind high at about E N E and in the aftedpoon it Raind

e lent 414 bushells of Apples to Deacon Littles and a barre nd
the (wz) Dea,con thtle and Agina.zla,h Pallard ﬁlled up the barrel wWith.

LATEE] [ R T S M . B
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was two year yesterday I pd Esquire Lovewell 6-7-4 T, : M:and 6-2-3

{:t0 Ensn Ameg being their pay for attending the General Court An
Tarch last which I drawed for them by their order Lovewell gave me /4

and\Ames Gave six pence for my frouble _

6%\ writ a Deed from Matthew McDuffie to Amos Gardner and A took
the acRyowledgement and writ some notes and McDuffie pajd/me the
charge bying 2/ ‘ ‘

7 T wekt to Ool : Goffes with my bror Sam! and widow MBarnett on
their admingtration affairg : -

8% I settledvaccts with Samuel Moor and he paid me 1-5-F Lawful with
what things I Bad from him before Shad what my bror gAd Widow Rar-.
net owed me for\ghat I did about prizeing &o of Fran Barnets Hstate
they had paid meé N\ 6-10 by things I bot at Vendus ghd the Remainder
Samuell Moor paid Ne which with some Intrest wag 2-3-7 I had 2 £ of
TMO0TS money in my hynd being a months wages ay Soldier last Summer
out of which I paid Mr€\Means 4/7 for him and S¢fine thingy I had from
him that there was 1-5-3 ue now from him to gk and I paid him 10/ with
4/7 and the 1-5-5 made thi 9 £ that was in mythands

95 T finished writing twoDeeds and & Bodi for Simeon and Stephen
Tuttle and I went to Williqm Whites in thi¢ town to Divide a fifty acre
lott between him and Wil Qgers of Ghffestown bui Rogers did not
come and I came away after waikin g a yfhile and I went and Rup the
north line of Mr Gordons land nexk to Mr Heppers I charged Rogers 1/6
and Gordon as much .

10% T went to MeGregores to see th%and flaxseed and I had ¥ a bowle
for which I paid /4 1a: Mo: and ofme %y the Voses and got the promis of
some from Lieut Vose %

1I** T went to Col Moors Mil And took 1X bushell of corn and 134 bushell
of Rie and got it ground and ¥had the Toall

12% T writ a letter to johndand Bob and senk it by john Dobyn who set
off for New York today to foin the army %

13" I went to Ool Moopé Mill ana took 134 bushell of rie ang 134 bushell
of corn and got it Gromd and I had the Toal and % Recd of La : Mo : from
johin Orr being hiy payt for my Runing lives for hinkand Matthew McDuf-
fie a year or two aggs : ‘ _ '

15% Shed set a Soe on my horses near fore foot and { carried a pair of
lzather Breeches ; john Smith to get fitted for myself my john sent them
tome and I weyt to Lieut Voses to get flaxseed but he anch Jhis wife were
both from hogfe that I did not get any and got a pair of Solcy for my every
day pumps ffom john Wallace and we could not make chang¥ to pay for
them g K

16" wgk a Rainy day and I shelled corn

17t TAvent to David Moors with my pumps to have him sowYon the
soles I/zot from john Wallace yesterday and I went to Willism Pilmers
and paid his wife 1/ La; Mo being the Remainder of what I owed ¥aim
for/what earthere ware I had from him lagt fanl and T went to MacGye-
ggres and had 34 a bowls of tody for which I paid /4 and the afternoon ak
sended the adjournment of gur march meeting & another new meeting
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gt WAS THE COLONY FAST. o .
¢ I got a bushell of flaxseed from Lieut Samuell Vose & he said he
owedNne two shillings lawful and I gave him /5 and lawful and one f#ie

-two hé\pwed me made the price of the flaxseed and he could not make/the

change ¥ give me the other shilling and I got my pm.':nps from Da_.vi ] ;(;r
that he sofyéd the soles on he was trom home and I did not pay hiy for hig
wife did tg-know how much it was and I got 6 pounds of fax from

idow Libtl\ i inst the Hstate _
widow Littl&yto be settled in my acct agains ) /

22¢ .1 sowedXhree or four quarts of peas and the afternoon Jfwent to the
Raiging of Zechgriah Chandler's house : ‘

234 ]? took the }roof of Thos Wallaces Will at my hougé and Recd six
shillings Lawful figm jos Wallace

24“1'81 attended thly Probate at Amherst and my part of the fees Wa,stfshe
proof of the 3 Wills that I took at Goffestown and at fome a,nfl granting
Admr to john Gregg cdme to 27 / and the Register gg ebn;e a shllllnfflgl*] Eg;-g

id Smiths Ayd I bot a pair o

than my part and I paidyny expences at : 0
knee bti;llcjles and § £ and¥{ 0 ounces of lead at ‘=.' ns for which ,I paid .6/
135 my Expences at Heldre¥ps I did not pay 4 )

/;,5ﬁy1 Wé)nt with jona Esqi\fo Col Goffes angfhe Recd .t'.he Pro'ba,tg Books
and Files which Atherton hadygent there to grevent their comeing mtoh oui
hands as I guppose And I bot 13da pound ofshot from Mrs Rand fox: W mh
I paid her l/ 3 # Lawful money Ynd I ight Esqr Blanchard 2/8 in cas

d I paid our ferriage F .
Emzﬁthpl spent the day with my Coulipd William Patten in the h?use Deed
27 the forenoon helping to mendHence the te:lx:oon Lfnmit'dzemz(; .

11 ggery & L too e acknowle
from Stephen Tuttle to William Rgge . A ment
i W cuent of the Deed I writlast Tues
both unpaid and I took the ackngdvledg pen : o
d;y fI'OIfl Zechariah Chandler t¢f Hugh Cympell Chandler paid th;t;]1 wnf{
ing the Deed and Campbell codld not makchange to pay the acknowl-
ment / \ .
ed2gseth Mrs French gave mefa fresh shad that Rer hl.JSb&nd brot fl:om :ﬁe
mouth of Concord river afid Mr OOtt_on Preachigd in Bedford ‘bemg e
t we have had since Mst faull ‘ .
ﬁISQ““VI went to Col Moors Mill and I took 134 B shell of Ris and tl.ig
bushell of Indiazi cogh and got it Ground & I had ¢ e T'oal and I v;exrla ng

MeGaws and I got# £ of Shugar and a quartof Rum“nd a Gl'ai ow_du
into tody for whigh I paid 49 /2 Bay old Tenor and ] I Went wit 1. o]::

Little to her hogse to see if Cairns would give up his that she_ ;mhg
 take her third ¢ but he would not and I went to MeGrego &:1{. p;a.t 111(;.

six Dollars fdr six bushell of salt and I brot home three bub \-. of it an

he other thfree I have to get .

‘ go(:h waf some Rain last night and this morning we shelled % l?ushels of

corn and I got some hoop poles and shaved some hoops to put¥nto some

hazzal

MAY"TIRST

i i T W ding cold and I went to
& very high wind at N: W: and excee ; ent
M?éiegoi-e?a.nd got the last three bushell of the salt Fha,t I paid hﬂ;:l. fﬁz
.tiay before yesterday and I went fo Major EKelleys with the Rest o ]
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Committee of this town for hiring preaching To treat with the Comtee
for Goffestown about the tWwo towns joining to to hire a8 minister to preach

agreed to meet Tuesday come Sevenight at john Bells on the affair and I
had a bowle of tody at Major Kelleys and they could not make change to
pay for it

24 T got sueh a Cold yesterday that I was a good deal out of case and
I put a New handle in one of 0ur axes

3% I continued out of case and and Widow Smith of Goffestown and job

4™ T went to Tho* Boieg and Sammuell Kennedys to Get Hony for Alex
McMurphy and T 80t a snnff bottle almost full at Saml Kenuedys and
some in another at Tho' Boiess and they would not take any pay for it
and john Smith breeches maker brot the breeches I took to him the 15th
of last April he charged me a Dollar and I paid him the money

6 I went to Col Moors Mill and took 1% bushell of Rie and 1if
bushell of Indian corn and got it Ground and I had the Toal it Rained
considerable

Th Shed made a shoe of my iron and set it on my horses off fore foot
and T went with my brors Sam! to see Col: john Stark who came from
New York yesterday my Expences wag 2/10 :

8 T went to Col: Moors Mill and took 134 bushell of Rie and 1lg
bushell of Indian corn and 80t it Ground and I had the Toal it Rained
considerable

9th William White Returned the Inventory of his fathers Hstate and
him and the apprizers were sworn in common form he paid 4/ and Widow
Smith returned the Inventory of her husbands Estate and she and the

11t we began to fellow the old field by my brors
12t yre plowed at the fleld by my brors
132 the boys plowed in the field by my brors and I went to Col Goffes

& peice of Fustin in _

16% I set out for Exeter to attend as one of the Comtee of Bafty for the
Colony and arived there that night; ‘

17 180 19t & 20t T attended on the Exeter on the affair and set out
for home the afterncon of the 20th and came to Chester and lodged at
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Capt Underhills T left the Gown and near 26 yards of Fustin at Mr -
Barkers to cloathiers to be dyed and dressed My Expences was 18/431
I bot 4/ worth of things viz 2 £ of tobacca a rub ball for my breeches and-
a Declaration for Independance

21% T came homte and went to writing letters o Orown Point for on my
journey down I got an account of my johns Death of fhe Small Pox af
Canada and when I came home my wife had got a letter from Bob which
gave us a particular account it informed us that he was sick of them at
Chambike and that they moved him to Saint johns where they tarried
but one night when they moved him to Isle of Noix where he died on the
20th day of june the Reason of moveing him was the Retreat of the army
which was very preceipitate and he must either be moved or be left behind
whether the moveing him hurt him he does not inform us but it seems
probable to me that it did He was shot through his left arm at Bunker
Hill fight and now was lead after suffering much fategue to the place
where he now lyes in defending the just Rights of America to whose end
he came in the prime of life by means of that wicked Tyranical Brute
(Nea worse than Brute) of Great Britan he was 24 years and 31 days old

924 T writ at letbers to send to the army in all T writ four one Col:-
Stark one to Major Moor one to Master Eagan and one to Bob

234 I went to Robert MoGregores to meet the Post and Tarried all day
but he did not come and I got a pound of Coffie from Moly McNeill and
I had a bowle of tody for which I paid her 2/2 four pence was in her hands
before of it

24th I went to McGregores and waited for the post but he did not come
and I got two pounds of Coffie from Moly McNeal and 14 a bowle of tody
and did not pay her for want of change )

95t I went set out to go to McGregores to meet the post and Met
McGregores boy comeing for me on the post horse and I gave the post
four letters for the carriag of which I paid him 4/ and he agreed to bring
my johns things exceept the Gun and accoutraments toward his doing
it T paid him 8/ and I had half a bowle of fody and 2 quarts of Oats for
the post horse for Which and and the two £ of coffee and 3 bowle of tody
I had yesterday I paid 4/1 and Patrick Murfey paid me 8/ and Zechariah
Chandler looked the bill and one of them handed the bill to me and I put
it up in ‘my book without locking at it

26 In the morning I found that the bill I took of Patrick Murfey
yesterday was & 8£ instead of a 3/ and T took after him to overtake him
to Rectify the affair but he was Gone that I could not I went as far as
Col : Moors and got back at 12 o Clock ‘

a7th T mowed three small cocks in the lower end of the meadow and the
afternoon I turned and Raked some the boys mowed in the pasture and
between and the meadow and a litfle before night T went to McGaws and
bot 7 £ of Shugar at 5/6 and & Quart of Rum at i£ and 14 a bowle of Tody
at /4 which I paid him

2gth T heard Mr Webster preaohed in Bedford

29t we Shelled 43¢ bushell of corn and I took 115 bushell of Rie and 2

bushell of corn to Lieut Littles mill but could not get it ground






