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. . . The taste of human blood and the smell of powder seem to have ex-
tinguished the senses, seared the consclence, and subverted the reason of
the people to a degree that may well induce the gloomy apprehension that our
nation has fully entered on her downward career, and yielded herself up to the
revolting ideas of battle and blood. “Fire and sword,” are now the choice of our
young republic. The loss of thousands of her own men, and the slaughter of
tens of thousands of the sons and daughters of Mexico, have rather given edge
than dullness to our appetite for fiery conflict and plunder. The civilization of
the age, the voice of the world, the sacredness of human life, the tremendous
expense, the dangers, hardships, and the deep disgrace which must forever
attach to our inhuman course, seem to oppose no availing check to the mad
spirit of proud ambition, blood, and carnage, let loose in the land.

. . » Our nation seems resolved to rush on in her wicked career, though
the road be ditched with human blood, and paved with human skulis. Well, be
it so. But, humble as we are, and unavailing as our voice may be, we wish to
warn our fellow countrymen, that they may follow the course which they have
marked our for themselves; no barrier may be sufficlent to obstruct them;
they may accomplish all they desire; Mexico may fall before them; she may
be conquered and subdued:; . . . her rights and powers usurped; her people
put under the iron arm of a military despotism . . . but, so sure as there is a
God of justice, we shall not go unpunished; the penalty is certain; we cannot
escape; a terrible retribution awaits us. We beseech our countrymen to leave
..off this horrid conflict, abandon their murderous plans, and forsake the way
of blood. . . . Let the press, the pulpit, the church, the people at large, unit at
once; and let petitions flood the halls of Congress by the million, asking for
the instant recall of our forces from Mexico. This may not save us, but it is

our only hope.

The North Star, January 21, 1848
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