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On our arrival in the Valley we first built the double log cabin,
afterwards known as Hastings & Co.’s store. About the last of Sep-
tember, as Capt. Sutter wanted a couple of capable men to construct
a dam across the American river at the grist-mill-—mear where the
Pavilion now stands—I sent the two Willis,” as the most capable;
(Wm. Cunce being in feeble health, left about the same time;) and
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I received Henry Bigler, Israel Smith, Wm. Johnston and Evans
in return; and shortly afterwards I employed Charles Bennet and
Wm. Scott, both carpenters. The above named individuals, with some
ten Indians, constituted my whole force.

While we were in the habit at night of turning the water through
the tail race we had dug for the purpose of widening and deepening
the race, I used to go down in the morning to see what had been done
by the water through the night; and about half past seven on or
about the 19th of January—I am not quite certain to a day, but it
was between the 18th and 20th of that month—1848, I went down
as usual, and after shutting off the water from the race I stepped
into it, near the lower end, and there, upon the rock, about six
inches beneath the surface of the water, I p1sCOVERED THE coLD. I was
entirely alone at the time. I picked up one or two pieces and exam-
ined them attentively; and having some general knowledge of min-
erals, I could not call to mind more than two which in any way re-
sembled this—sulphuret of irom, very bright and brittle; and gold,
bright, yet malleable; I then tried it between two rocks, and found
that it could be beaten into a different shape, but not broken. I then
collected four or five pieces and went up to Mr. Scott (who was work-
ing at the carpenter’s bench making thé mill wheel) with the pieces
in my hand, and said, “I have found it.”

“What is it?” inquired Scott. .

“Gold,” I answered.

“Oh! no,” returned Scott, “that can’t be.”

I replied positively,—“I know it to be nothing else.”

Mr. Scott was the second person who saw the gold. W. J. John-
ston, A. Stephens, H. Bigler, and J. Brown, who were also working
in the mill yard, were then called up to see it. Peter L. Wimmer,
Mrs. Jane Wimmer, C. Bennet, and J. Smith, were at the house;
the latter two of whom were sick; E. Persons and John Wimmer, (a
son of P. L. Wimmer), were out hunting oxen at the same time.
About 10 o’clock the same morning, P. L. Wimmer came down from
the house, and was very much surprised at the discovery, when the
metal was shown him; and which he took home to show his wife, who,
the next day, made some experiments upon it by boiling it in strong
lye, and saleratus; and Mr. Bennet by my directions beat it very thin.

Four days afterwards I went to the Fort for provisions, and car-
ried with me about three ounces of the gold, which Captain Sutter
and I tested with nitric acid. 1 then tried it in Sutter’s presence by
taking three silver dollars and balancing them by the dust in the air,
then immersed both in water, and the supenor Welght of the gold satis-
fied us both of its nature and value.
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HeapquarTers TeENTE MitiTary DEPARTMENT,
/ Monterey, California, August 17, 1848.
Sir: 1 have the honor to inform you that, accompanied by Lieu-
tenant W. T. Sherman, 3d artillery, acting assistant adjutant gen-
eral, I started on the 12th of June last to make a tour through the
northern part of California. My principal purpose, however, was to
visit the newly-discovered gold placer in the valley of the Sacramento.

The hill sides were thickly
strewn with canvass tents and bush arbors. A store was erected, and
several boarding shanties in operation. The day was intensely hot;
yet about two hundred men were at work in the full glare of the
sun, washing for gold, some with tin pans, some with close-woven
Indian baskets, but the greater part had a rude machine known as
the cradle. This is on rockers six or eight feet long, open at the
foot, and at its head has a coarse grate and sieve; the bottom is
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rounded, with small cleets nailed across. Four men are required to
work this machine; one digs the gravel in the bank close by the
stream, another carries it to the cradle and empties it on the grate,
a third gives a violent rocking motion to the machine, whilst a fourth
dashes water on from the stream itself. The sieve keeps the coarse
stones from entering the cradle, the current of water washes off the
earthy matter, and the gravel is gradually carried out at the foot of
the machine, leaving the gold mixed with a fine heavy black sand
above the first cleets. The sand and gold, mixed together, are then
drawn off through auger holes into a pan below, are dried in the
sun, and afterwards separated by blowing off the sand. A party of
four men thus employed at* the lower mines averaged a hundred
dollars a day. The Indians, and those who have nothing but pans
or willow baskets, gradually wash out the earth and separate the
gravel by hand, leaving nothing but the gold mixed with sand, which
is separated in the manner before described. The gold in the lower
mines is in fine bright scales, of which I send several specimens.
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I have no hesitation now in saying that
there is more gold in the country drained by the Sacramento and
San Joaquin rivers than will pay the cost of the present war with
Mexico a hundred times over. No capital is required to obtain this
gold, as the laboring man wants nothing but his pick, shovel, and
tin pan, with which to dig and wash the gravel; and many frequently
pick gold out of the crevices of rock with theu- butcher knives in
pieces from one to six ounces.

Mzr. Dye, a gentleman residing in Monterey, and worthy of every
credit, has just returned from Feather river. He tells me that the
company to which he belonged worked seven weeks and two days,
with an average of fifty Indians, (washers,) and that their gross
product was 273 pounds of gold. His share, one-seventh, after pay-
ing all expenses, is about 87 pounds, which he brought with him and
exhibits in Monterey. I see no laboring man from the mines who
‘does not show his two, three, or four pounds of gold. A soldier of
the artillery company returned here a few days ago from the mines,
having been absent on furlough twenty days; he made by trading
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and working durmg that time $1 500. Durlng these. twenty days
he was travelling ten or eleven days, leaving but a week, in which
he made a sum of money greater than he receives in pay, clothes, and
rations during a whole enlistment of five years. These statements
appear incredible, but they are true. o



