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Anything 1 do today, I redard as urgent. No man is given but so
much time to accomplish whatever is his life’s work. My life in
particular never has stayed fixed in one position for very long.
You have seen how throughout my life, I have often known un-
expected drastic changes.

I am only facing the facts when I know that any moment of
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any day, or any night, could bring me death. This is particularly
true since the last trip that I made abroad. I have seen the na-
ture of things that are happening, and I have heard things from
spurces which are reliable.

To speculate about dying doesn’t disturb me as it might some
people. 1 never have felt that 1 would live to become an old man,
Even before I was a Muslim—when I was a hustler in the ghetto
jungle, and then a criminal in prison, it always stayed on my
mind that T would die a violent death. In fact, it runs in my
family. My father and most of his brothers died by violence—
my father because of what he believed in. To come right down
to it, if I take the kind of things in which I believe, then add to
that the kind of temperament that I have, plus the one hundred
percent dedication I have to whatever I believe in—these are
ingredients which make it just about impossible for me to die
of old age.
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Every morning when I wake up, now, I regard it as having an-
other borrowed day. In any city, wherever I go, making speeches,
holding meetings of my organization, or attending to other busi-
ness, black men are watching every move I make, awaiting their
chance to kill me. I have said publicly many times that I know
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that they have their orders. Anyone who chooses not to believe
what I am saying doesn’t know the Muslims in the Nation of
Islam.

But I am also blessed with faithful followers who are, 1 believe,
as dedicated to me as I once was to Mr. Eljjah Muhammad. Those
who would hunt a man need to remember that a jungle also
contains those who hunt the hunters.

I know, too, that I could suddenly die at the hands of some
white racists. Or 1 could die at the hands of some Negro hired
by the white man. Or it could be some brainwashed Negro acting
on his own idea that by eliminating me he would be helping out
the white man, because I talk abouf the white man the way I do.

Anyway, now, each day I live as if I am already dead, and I
tell you what I would like for you to do. When I am dead—I say
it that way because from the things I know, I do not expect to
live long enough to read this book in its finished form—I want
you to just watch and see if I'm not right in what I say: that the
white man, in his press, is going to identify me with “hate.”

He will make use of me dead, as he has made use of me alive,
as a convenient symbol of “hatred”—and that will help him to
escape facing the truth that all I have been doing is holding up
a mirror to reflect, to show, the history of unspeakable crimes
that his race has committed against my race.

You watch. I will be labeled as, at best, an “irresponsible”
black man. I have always felt about this accusation that the black
“leader” whom white men consider to be “responsible” is in-
variably the black “leader” who never gets any results. You only
get action as a black man if you are regarded by the white man
as “irresponsible.” In fact, this much I had learned when [ was

Just a little boy. And since I have been some kind of a “leader”
of black people here in the racist society of America, I have been
more reassured each time the white man resisted me, or at-
tacked me harder—because each time made me more certain
that I was on the right track in the American black man’s best
interests. The racist white man’s opposition automatically made
me know that I did offer the black man something worthwhile.

Yes, I have cherished my “demagogue” role. I know that so-

cieties often have killed the people who have helped to change
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those societies. And if I can die having brought any light, having
exposed any meaningful truth that will help to destroy the racist
cancer that is malignant in the body of America—then, all of the
credit is due to Allah. Only the mistakes have been mine.
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